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_ Y uncle and this gentleman (continued Mr. 
I Mortimer) had then a long conference in the 
language of the country, which I, being a ſtranger to, 
did not underſtand ; but I apprehend it conſiſted of in- 
forming the Spaniard of the circumſtances relating to my 
unfortunate ſituation, and exaggerating my crime of 
diſobedience ; which, as I have ſince found, could not 
be repreſented to a perſon more ſevere in thoſe caſes 
than one of his nation, the Spantards being extremely 
tenacious of parental authority, and deeming it the moſt 
atrocious inſult for a child to diſpute the commands of 
a father,” 5 1 
WHEN Mr. Mortimer had finiſhed this comment on 
Spaniſh diſpoſitions, Donna Clara ſighed, and ſeemed 
rather diſturbed ; which however not being obſerved 
by him, who appeared totally regardleſs to any thing 
but relating his own misfortunes, he proceeded thus: 
% ABouT a week after this recommendation, m 
uncle, with marks of apparent ſatisfaction, took his 
leave of Jacques de Pedrillo (ſo was the merchant called) 
In vain I begged he would uſe his intereſt with my 
father to effect a reconciliation ;—this I at firſt attempt- 
ed, to try the utmoſt of his inexorable nature, for other- 
wiſe I would have experienced the ſevereſt fortune ra- 
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174 Nen T. 
ther than have ſucd to ſuch an abje& wretch; who 
deſtitute of even the leaſt pretenſions to humanity, 10 
joiced at my miſery. 

„Soo after he left Andaluſia, I communicated the 
whole of my ſtory to the merchant, (who underſtooq 
_ Engliſh extremely well) hoping to raiſe a compaſſion in 

the boſom of a ſtranger, which I failed of receiving from 
a relation in my own country ; but I ſoon found that I 
was placed under a man who poſſeſſed the moſt male- 
volent diſpoſition, which was rendered ſtill more inku- 
man, by. the pernictous inſinuations of my uncle; ſo 
that the only anſwer J received from Pedrillo was, That 
he did not want to be again informed of my difobedi- 
ence, and that he ſhould be very watchful of my beha- 
viour, as he thought a maſter could have no reaſon to 
confide in a ſervant, who had proved himſelf an undu- 
tiful child ;—adding, that nething but the regard he en- 
tertained for Captain Mortimer, (my worthy uncle) 
had induced him to entertain me. | 

« THe grating terms of maſter and ſervant, ſcemed 
to harrow up my foul; and had I not ſuppreſſed my paſ- 
ſion, in hopes of more eaſily effecting my eſcape, I 
ſhould certainly have proved to this haughty Spaniard, 
how much I deſpiſed the opprobrions appellations ;— 
but inſtigated by a defire of obtaining liberty, I pretend- 
ed an acquieſcence to his authority and commands. 

«© Maxy months elapſed in this diſguſting ſitvation, 
without havingit once in my power either to ſend to 
England, or profecute my intended elopement, fo vigi- 
lant was Fedrillo—My patience was nearly exhauſted, 
and deſperate reſolutions began to agitate my perplexed 
brain, When Fortune, in conſideration of my ſufferings, 
ſeemed willing to abate ſomething of her rigour, and, 
by an agreeable companion, to ſooth my deſpondency. 

« ABOUT this time young Alphonſo de Pedrillo, on- 
ly ſon to Jaques, arrived at Andaluſia, from Salamanca, 
at which univerſity he was a ſtudent, 

« 'Ty1s young Spaniard was, in every reſpect, the 
reverſe of his father, yet being an only. child, Jacques 
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„„ ANCHORET; 17% 
was fond of him; often applauding thoſe virtues in his 
ſon, which he leemed Ütte rly 4 ſtranger to, 
„THROUGH his indulgence I reaped many privi- 
ſeges; the young Pedrillo ſoon entertaining a friendſhip 
for me, which occaſtoned Jacques to abate conſiderably 


of his rigour ;—I enjoyed more liberty, and, in thort, 


ſo much was my ſituation amended, that had it not 
been for the thoughts of my Harriot, I ſhould have had 
imall reaſon to complain. | 


« MAE Alphonſo acquainted with my ſtory, and 


received trom him infinite compaſſion, with this gene- 
rous anſwer: That though my ablence would occaſion 
him much affliction, yet a friendly regard for my hap- 
pineſs ſhould prevail; he theretore aſſured me, that he 
would take the moſt effectual method to enable me to 


leave Spain hut firſt begged that I would indulge him 
with my company for a tew months, till his return to 


Salamanca. 

« This requeſt I could not refuſe to his friendſhip, 
but, however, through his means I found an opportu- 
nity to convey a letter to my Harriot,—ietting forth the 
whole of the cruel treatment I had received, and a pro- 


miſe of returning as ſoon as I had fulfilled the debt I 


owed to the friendſhip of Alphonfo, _ 

„THE young Pedrillo affured me, that he had de- 
livered this with his own hands to a perſon he could con- 
fide in, to give it to a Captain then leaving Spain; but 
[ apprehend it never reached my Harriot, as, notwith- 


ſtanding my earneſt defire for an anſwer, I received 


none; though ſo ſtrenuous were my ſolicitations,” that 
had my beloved wife ever read them, I am certain ſhe 
would have immediately complied.” 


HRE Mrs, Whitworth, with the tear ſtealing down 


her cheek, interrupted Mr. Mortimer, by ſaying, © In- 
deed ſhe never did By your relation, a twelvemonth 


or more had expired ſince your leaving England, and 


half that time returned your Harriot to her original 
duſt!—leaving this lovely pledge (taking ber grand- 


daughter in her arms) of your mutual alldQions, as the 
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176 THE ANCHORE x. 
only inducement for me to ſurvive her: Nor do I be 
lieve the letter ever reached England, at leaſt I never re- 
ceived it; for you may be aſſured, I would have in. 
ſtantly complied with your deſire, though, at the ſame 
time, I muſt have been the unhappy relater of the 
dire misfortune,” _ | ES 
a Mx. Mortimer kiſſed her hand with all the marks Of 
filial reſpect, and then continued: 
Brok the time was expired, in which Alphon- 
ſo was to return to Salamanca, his father died, leaving 
my young friend an immenſe fortune. — After the ſunc- 
ral obſequies were performed, the generous Pediillo, 
tenderly embracing me, ſaid, Now, dear Mortimer, it 
will be in my power to ſhew that friendſhip I before 
could only promiſe !—And let it not wound the noblc- 
neſs of ſpirit, I am conſcious you poſſeſs, when I offer 
you a free uſe of my fortune, as if it had been left equally 
between us,—like brothers we will live,—our purſuits, 
our pleaſures, our misfortunes. be the ſame ;—remain 
at Andaluſia, only till I can ſettle the affairs of my late 
father, and I will then accompany you to Fngland,— 
being deſirous of viſiting a kingdom which has given 
birth to my friend. 5 
* To this unparalleled generoſity I returned an af- 
fectionate embrace, promiſing to conform with his de- 
fire in remaining at Andaluſia z—indeed, though then 
at liberty to return as ſoon as I choſe, inclination, 
joined to gratitude, induced me to ſtay, ſince the pro- 
poſal of Alphonſo's accompanying me to England, was 
too agreeable to be rejected.— I, however, wrote ano- 
ther letter to my Harriot, to which alſo J received no 
anſwer ;—though I muſt believe this never reached 
England; as, ſome months after, I heard the ſhip, by 
which it was ſent, was very near being loſt in a ſtorm, 
and was afterwards taken by an Algerine Corſair ;— 
ſo that, in all probability, theſe events might fruſtrate 
the delivery of my letter.“ on 
Ap1gv, Emily, I muſt abſolutely reſt for fome 
time, therefore expect no more at preſent, than the 


_ two laſt uſual words SYLVIA BEYERLY. 


. 
[ fit 
born fc 
an an 
{ort une 
(as Pot 
| was | 
fore y. 
you hi 
cauſec 
ſon th 
finden 
in the 
di{ap! 
Anch 
ing p 


ſince 
Park 
at th 


THE ANCHORE . 177 


„ L T TER NI 
Miſs Mos GRAVE to Miſs Bxverry. 
[ WOULD fain keep pace with you, Sylvia, but 


find it is utterly impoſſible ;—you were certainly 
born for diſcovering remarkable adventures; and have 
an admirable talent alſo, in relating the viciſſitudes of 
fortune with which they abound. —** Pity, therefore, 
(as Polydore ſays) you ſhould not be employed,”—tho? 
| was in great hopes you would not have leſt off, be- 
fore you had informed me of theſe diſcoveries, which 
you hinted at in the beginning of your laſt and which 
cauſed great curioſity in your Emily, to learn the rea- 
ſon that occaſioned you ſo prettihy to moralize ;—but I 
find my impatience muſt wait a little time longer ;— 
in the interim, I will acquaint you, that I am again 
diſappointed of hearing the promiſed hiſtory of the 
Anchoret ;—my intended return to Sedgeley Abbey be- 
ing poſtponed, by an event that happened a few days 
fince, which has cauſed freſh confuſion at Richly 


Park ;—though, for my part, TI ownl am not grieved 


at the reaſon, but the conſequence, _ 

L. As r Tueſday, one of the ſervants from London 
arrived with a letter for Papa, which came expreſs 
from Paris the evening before ;—he ſoon knew the ſu- 
perſcription to be in Lady Suſan's hand, ſo that his 

erturbation is hardly de ſcribable. | 

Mx. Pembroke (who is, Sylvia, a pretty conſtant 
viſitor) was preſent; to him your Guardy gave the 
letter, ſaying, Dear Harry, as there is no ſecret in 
my family, to which I would deſire that you ſhou!d 
remain a ſtranger, read to us the contents ot this ;— 
ſince a knowledge of the faithleſs hand renders me in- 
capable of peruſing it.“ | 

My ſwain readily complied, though not before he 
had given me a ſignificant look, as if ſom? event had 
happened, to ſhorten the time of his probation. 

Solo. Aa 


— 
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. 
Tur Counteſs was not with us when the meſſenger to the 
abel, and it was propoſed to inſpect the letter, for were 
fear it might contain any particulars, the too ſudden plelſed 
recital of which might agitate her delicate feelings. ſullied 
HARRY therefore began, while Papa, Charlotte, my ev 
and I attended to the contents; which were, to the wWelfar 
beſt of my remembrance, as follows : : protet 
 *© IXFLUENCED by that heaven-ſent monitor—Re. 0 
pentance to confeſs and ſue for pardon, will Sir Ro- ſtoree 
bert Mulgr ave accept thoſe tears of contrition which appe: 
row flow in inceſſant ſtreams from the eyes of his faith- 


of du 
leſs wife; oh! how have I proſtituted the binding ti- | 


tle ! A: inordinate love of admiration began my fall; ** 
uncontrouled pleaſure and e ended it! The 


ang. 
many tender ſolicitations wit; which you endeavoured _ 
to reclaim me, were ineffectual; deaf to any ſolicita- 
tions, I laughed at and deipiſed the valuable topics of V 
religion and virtue, Thus leaping the bounds of every epi 
laudable duty, I ſpurned advice, and became—oh | tor- her 
turing reflectionan infamous adultrefi —ſinking even ſaid 
ſo low as to become an aſſociate with ſo deſpicable a tim 
wretch as Morton; to whole character, I muſt be al- _ aln 
ſuted, you are by this time no longer a ſtranger. Aa 
„ Bur bleſſed, for ever bleſſed, be that power glc 
Who has awakened my drowſy conſcience from the Su 
lethargy of blackeſt fin — for this am I in great meaſure 
indebted to the fri-ndiy admonitions of a reverend Ab- I N 
bee, who firſt expo ed my crime in all its glaring co- ſu 
jours, and then pointed out the only means to expiate 80 
my guilt, —which was, by devoting m). future days p 
to penitence in a monaſtery. Y 
His advice at firſt ſtaggered my reſolution the ( 


thoughts of bidding eternal fare wel to all the {littering 
allurements of pleaſure, were a conſideration too ſe— 
vere for my immediate compliance; but at length the 
powerful voice of pure religion chaſed the fallacious 


phantoms, and ] whole foul | Jie iged t to its heavenly 
dictator. 
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« I was ſoon, by this holy father, recommended 
to the principal of a convent ; here my reſolutions = 
were ſtrengthened, and I am now entered into this 
bleſſed ſeminary, where calm delights, pure and un- 
ſullied from the taint of fin, reign unmoleſted | where 
my every faculty is employed in ſecuring my eternal 
welfare, and praving to the bleſſed ſaints and angels to 
prote& my mother, you, and yours irom every affli tion. 

«© CHARLOTTE, I hope long ere this, has been re- 
ſtored to your parental arms ;—forgive in her whatever 


appeared faulty, as to me alone ſhe owed her breach 


of dut y, 

« May the Almighty Ruler of the Univerſe, bleſs, 
preſerve, and keep you all! The hierarchy of holy 
angcls are witneſs to the ſincerity of her, who now 
more than ever can ſubſcribe herſelf, 

„ Your's with pureſt affection, S. Mus RAVE.“ 

WELL, Sylvia, what do you think of this ſublime 
epiſtle ? Will not my friend agree with me in believin 


her Ladyſhip was at the very verge of deſpair, elſe that 


ſaid Abbee might have preached unregarded till this 
time? I ſuppole her infamous companion had drained 


almoſt the laſt guinea, and then left the diſconſolate 
Lady Suſan to her reſſections, which were rather 


gloomy, no doubt. An excellent time for bigotted 
Superſtition to ſtep in as a comforter, 

OFTEN do we ſee (even without the aſſiſtance of 
Romiſh agents) that from the moſt atrocious crimes a 
ſudden ſtep to enthuſiaſm is taken, eſpecially when that 
ghaſtly phantom Poverty appears to hinder the farther 
purſuits of diſſipated pleaſures ; but let me not entertain 
you only with my remarks, but relate thoſe of Papa, 
Charlotte, and Mr. Pembroke. 

Tux firſt uttered ſome excellent moralizing ſenti- 
ments, though expreſſive of no very great affliction, 


but rather happy in refleQing on her Ladyſhip's avowed 


penitence, Charlotte appeared ſatisfied at that part of 

the letter which took off ſome imputation of her offence 

againſt duty. nd my provoking Harry, after expa- 
A2 2 


. 
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tiating a ſhort time on the occaſion, declared with ap- 
* pleaſure in his eyes, that he was extremely glad 
er Ladyſhip's former gaiety was brought to ſo happy 
a concluſion.—In ſaying which he darted an exprclive 
glance at me, as if willing to remind me of my promiſe, 
and to lead me that inſtant to the altar. In ſhort, we 
all appeared rather pleaſed than otherwiſe ; the on 
difficulty that remained was, in what manner we ſhoul( 
break the important affair to the Counteſs. I, accor(- 
Ing to cuſtom, was deputed; and, after a proper pre— 
lude, the embaſſy was delivered; yet, notwithſtanding 
I obſerved the utmoſt caution, her Ladyſhip received 
the account with ſuch agitation of ſpirits, as occaſhon«d 
a ſevere indiſpoſition, She is, however, at preſent 
much better, and appears more reconciled to her daugh- 
ter's ſituation, which at firſt ſhe ſtrongly inveighed 
againſt; her Ladyſhip being of my opinion, that deſpair 


more than real devotion actuated Lady Suſan to take tie 


vell. 


I FORGOT to tell you, Sylvia, that in a poſtſcript to 
the foregoing letter, there was a deſire that Papa would 
remit the ſum of one thouſand pounds to the convent, 
for admiſſion of the penitent.—Y ou ſee theſe holy Zea- 
lots, notwithſtanding their vows of poverty, are rather 


inclined to make their ſecluſion from the world as com- 
fortable as poſſible. 


War abject pageantry, and ſhameful proſtitution 
of Religion's ſacred name dwells in a convent !-—W as 
this the end for which we were created? — Shut within 


the walls of thoſe recluſe habitations, how have we the 


power to exert that univerſal benevolence which we are 
commanded to per ſorm I would continue this ſubject, 
and comment upon it ſome time longer, but I am fear- 


ful my Sylvia will conſtrue the whole in a whimſical 


manner, in conſideration of my proximity to a ſlate 
quite foreign from a cloiſter ; ſo I ſhall only ſay, that 


this morning I occaſioned poor Pembroke to look a little 


diſconcerted, by farther reſpiting what he calls the hap- 
py day, Thus it was: | - | 
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AFTER breakfaſt, while Charlotte was with the 
Counteſs, I took a turn in the gardens, intending to call 
at honeſt Prueman's lodge, and viſit Lydia, who has 
been indiſpoſed for this week paſt with a cold. Juſt as 
| came to the bottom of the avenue which leads to the 
park gate,—behold Harry advanced,—anfwering Mer- 
aulio's deſcription of Romeo, “ His arms threaded like 
the croſs boughs of venerable oaks.” When he ſaw me, 
ſehing out a languiſhing accent, like another Oromautes, 
he began to ſolicit my promiſe to fix the important hour. 


him, that I would pay Miſs Macclesfield another viſit 


from my platonic friend, which after an union with him 

| deſpaired of. 8 
Loo kIN G moſt importantly grave, he ſaid, —* I 

ſhould regard myſelf truly miſerable, Miſs Muſgrave, 


if our union could endanger you a welcome any where,” 


«© WONDERFULLY well expreſſed, indeed, (replied 


[) but your ſolemn worſhip may be aſſured, not even 


that abundant gravity could engage her whimſical lady- 
ſhip to favour you with one condeſcending ſmile ;—why 
ſhe utterly deſpiſes your whole ſex, and has frequently 
harangued for hours, when we have been together, en- 
deavouring to diſſuade me from liſtening to your addreſ- 
ſes ;—but” This laſt fingle monoſyllable appeared to 
tranſport my Strephon ;—he would not ſuffer me to pro- 
cced, but catching me in his arms, re- choed the enlt- 


vening word, ſaying, “ But—what, my. charming 
Emily? —fay that you did not regard this icy maid, 


and your Pembroke 1s happy.” 


PusHING him gently from me, I replied, “ Why 


you are certainly compoſed of moſt extraordinary parti- 
cles, ſince a few words, nay a ſingle monoſyllable, can 


either occaſion you to put on an air of gloomy conſe- 
quence, or throw you into boiſterous raptures.“ e 
now looked a little filly, or ſo; upon which, to make 
him quit an appearance I never deſire he ſhould wear, I 
extended my hand, which politely preſſing to his lips, 


LauGHING at his plaintive moan, I honeſtly told 


in my maiden ftate,—as now I could enſure a welcome 
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182 THE ANCHORET. 
ſealed his pardon; — and he then received my promiſe «f 
being his on my return from Sedgeley Abbey, cf 
which place I intend ſetting out on Friday, if the Coun. 
teſs is not worſe than at preſent, _ 

THvus you ſee, Sylvia, a ſhort time will metamor. 
phoſe your friend from the gay, unthinking Emily Mz/. 
grave, into the ſober matron, Mrs. Pembroke I! pro- 
teſt I ſhudder at the thought—therefore, farewel, Sy]. 
via.—I will poſitively write no more now ;—thoygh 
perhaps it may be only in my power, for two or three 
ſucceeding letters, to ſubſcribe the aforeſaid name of 
| EMILVY Mus GRAVE. 


LETTER Xxx 
_ Miſs BEVERLVY to Miſs MusGRAVE, 


1 WAS juft ſeating myſelf with intent to continue 


1 Mr, Mortimer's hiſtory, when my Emily's pacquet 
arrived; therefore, before I begin, permit me to make 
a few remarks on your letter. SEE 

Lab Sufan firſt claims attention; on whoſe condug 
I readily agree with the amiable Counteſs and yourſelf, 
that a diſguſt at the thoughts of her ſituation, was the 


firſt ſtep to her entering a cloiſter ; — in which, I be- 


lieve, her Ladyſhip has followed the example of many; 
who, when Vice fails of throwing out freſh allurements, 


Deſpair ſucceeds, and then Superſtition (enemy to true 


religion) urges them to ſeek an aſylum, from what they 
Mile the faithleſs world Happy if they can find content, 
but of this, I own, I am rather doubtful ;—vet thoſe 
deſerve not our pity, when compared to many, who, 
Againſt their inclination, are forced, by remorſeleſs re- 
ations, to take the veil ;—of theſe, I much fear, moſt 
of the convents abound.—W hat a dreadful ſituation 15 


_ theirs !—who, when youth, beauty, health, and affu- 


ence call to partake of every worldly gratification, muſt 
bid an eternal adieu to joys juſt taſted, and be immured 


for life within the cloiſter There to paſs the tedious 
hours in penance and unfelt prayers ;-—nifing before the 
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chearful ſun at the ſound of a mattin bell, to mumble 
orer unmeaning Pater Nuſters and Ave Marias, even 
while their eyes are heavy, and they themſelves unable 
o count their baubling beads aright |— PEE 

War mockery of devotion is this ?—Urely the Al- 
mighty regards, with uſt diſpleaſure, thoie who occa- 
ſoned this indignant mode of worſhip; and will certain- 
ly require a ſevere account from ſuch parents, who 
oblige their children to thoſe extremitics. 

Is this the way to make religion beloved and honour- 
ed?—Surely, no! her paths ſhould be (as her ſteady vo- 
fries declare) ſtrewed with the {weetcſt flowers; robes 
of angelic whi:eneſs ſhould compoſe her garments; her 
countenance chearful and ſerene, would court her near 
approach ;—while Superſtition, clad in diſmal veſtments, 
clouding her brow with gloomy melancholy, frights the 
inhabitants of this mortal ſtate with horror and deſpair, 
dulzence, as the ſentiments of your Sylvia ;—and, after 
aſſuring you, that T rejoice at your approaching happi- 


neſs with Mr. Pembroke, I will continue Mr. Morti- 


mer's hiſtory. 

« AFTER ſending this ſecond letter, (continued he) 
[ waited near a twelvemonth longer before Alphonſo 
had finiſhed the whole of his late father's tranſactions; 
—for his being employed in an extenſive branch of com- 
merce, rendered the affairs tedious and intricate z and 
my patience was nearly exhauſted, being defirous of vi- 
ſiting my native land, and gaining intelligence concern- 
ing my beloved Harriot. 

« ALPHONSO perceived my anxious ſuſpence, and 
at length accompanied me to England, from which 
place I had been abſent almoſt three years: On our ar- 
rival, my firſt ſolicitude was to viſit Berkſhire ; but 
what were my emotions, when, on enquiry, I heard 
that my Harriot was no more; and that you, Madam, 


(till addreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Whitworth) had, with 


my ſweet infant, and a young Lady, named Mitchell, 


left the country, and gone, no one knew whither, 
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«© DEJECTED and diſappointed, I returned to Lon 
don, where Alphonſo, like a true friend, endeavoure, 
to mitigate my affliction, He was extremely delighted 
with England, particularly that region of pleaſure and 
amuſement—the Capital, He hired a handſome hoy; 
in Pall-Mall, furniſhed in a ſuperb taſte ; but, not with. 
ſtanding I experienced the utmoſt liberality his friend; 
heart was capable of, the thoughts of being dependent 
on his bounty hurt my pride, Neceſſity obliged me to 
the difagreeable ſituation in Spain,—but now I deter. 
mined to viſit my father, and imagined, as my beloved 
wile was no more, I ſhould find no difficulty of regaini:y 
his favour, While I was ruminating on this intended 
interview one evening, Alphonſo and I being at the 
Cocoa Tree, I chanced to take up a daily paper; when, 
judge my ſurpriſe on reading the following paragraph: 
* Yeſterday morning died, in B-— Street, Richard 
© Mortimer, Eſq; a gentleman poſſeſſed of conſiderabſe 
* eſtates in Berkſhire, and the adjoining counties; the 
© Whole of which (for want of iſſue) deſcends to his hro- 
* ther, Captain James Mortimer, in the Spanith trade, 
*& I INSTANTLY informed Alphonſo of what I had 
read, and leaving the coffee-houſe, we conſulted in 
what manner to proceed in this important affair. 
« THe next morning, after aſſuring myſelf of the 
ſellor, who ſo vigo- 


truth, TI applied to an emin 
rouſly proſecuted my ſuit, (contrar 
lawycrs) that in leſs than three months my perfidious 
uncle, who had reported that I died in Spain, was non- 
ſuited, and I put in poſſeſſion of the whole fortune of 
my deceaſed father, which amountcd to five theuſand 
pounds a year, beſides twenty thouſand pounds in the 
public funds. | 
% How did I now impiouſly regret the death of my 
Harriot, fondly imagining that I could have rendered 
her happier, by this poſſeſſion of paultry wealth, than 
what her ſpotleſs ſoul experiences in thoſe bleſſed regions 


of exquiſite felicity. May heaven forgive the inconſi- 
derate deſire —. 
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© ALPHONSO, though rejoiced at my recovering 
my right, hinted a fear of ſeparation but I aſſured 
hin, that while life remained our friendſhip ſhould con- 
tinue; and that the utmoſt with of my heart, was to re- 
main his conſtant aſſociate. We accordingly lived to- 
gether as before; except that I now jointly contribute 
to all expences, 

« I MADE, for ſome months, a diligent ſearch ind 
enquiry after you, Madam, (ſtill addreiſing himſelf to 
1 Whitworth) and my unknown infant; but all in 

ain; which I know not how to account for, as I am 
very certain I was more than once at this very place.” 

Mrs. Whitworth then informed him, that at the 
time of his ſearch, ſhe lived at the retired cottage be- 
fore- mentioned, which might eaſily have eſcaped his ut- 
moſt enquiry, — Mr. Mortimer then continued, “At- 
ter remaining near a twelvemonth in England, Alphoi- 


ſo propoſed taking a tour to Spain, being deſirous of 


ſceing ſome of his fellow ſtudents whom he had left at 
Salamanca. — This I readily complied with, in hopes of 
alleviating the affliction I yet felt for my Harriot's loſs. 
To make this excurſion the more agreeable, we went 
firſt to France; and this gay kingdom being equally 
new to Alphonſo, we amuſed ourſclves with viewing 


every place worthy our notice, and then proceeded to 
Spain; where, at Madrid, Alphonſo introduced me to 
a diſtant relation of his, a young grandee of that city, 


named Don Pedro d'Offuna.” 
Ar this well-known name Donna Clara betraved the 


| greareſt diſorder.— The humane Mrs, W hitworth in- 


errupting Mr. Mortimer, begged him to deſiſt a. few 
moments, and then endeavoured to calm our fair Spa- 
'ard's perturbation,—As ſhe was always called by her 


al 17 name of Mitchell, Mr. Mortimer had not the 
lcaſt ſuſpicion ſhe was the daughter to Don Juan d'Alca- 
rez, of whom he had heard much but the myſtery 


vas now revealed, therefore accoſting her with polite 
reipe&t, he ſaid, © Happy am I, Madam, to have 
found the charming Donna Clara d'Alcarez, for whom 
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es aſfectionate parent has ſpent many years in fruitleſs 
S Zuiry.— Les, Madam, (continued he, obſerving the 
manifeſted freſh ſurpriſe) it is now in my power to re- 
late lome particulars, to which I apprehend you ate a 
ſtranger, My own hiſtory contains little more remark- 

able, ſince 1 was only going to entertain my auditors 
with a few circumſtances which Don Pedro and his El. 
vira informed us of, relating to your embarraſſing ſitu- 
ation with the Chevalier de Beaumont,” 

HERE could not our charming Spaniard hinder the 
ſtarting tear of remeinbrance; but ſoon recovering her- 
ſelk, ſhe begged Mr. Mortimer would ſatiofy her impa- 
tience, aſſuring him,“ That the ray of hope he had 
kindled in her boſom, to expect her fathers forgive- 
neis, had prepared her to hear his narrative, th ovgh | in 
other circumſtances it might prove lefs agreeable.” 

« Could I be aſſured of that, (anſwered Mr. Mor- 
timer) I would not heſitate a moment; but, alas! ! 
have a wounding tale to teil,—ſuch a one as, I am ſen- 


| ible, will pierce thy gentl bolom with the ſharpeſt 


ſorrow.” 

« NAM it then now, Sir, (replied ſhe, aſſuming 
the firmneſs of a ſtoick) miſery and I have long been in- 
timate; yet, by the ſociety of thoſe amiable friends, 
{bowing to Mrs. Whitworth and Lady Silena) who 
have experienced an equal ſhare of woe, I have learned 
to fix my dependance on that power, ho tries us here 
to enſure happineſs hereafter.“ 

TEE ſteady fervour with which ſhe aropounced theſe 
words, agrecab y ſupriſed us all; as for me, I quickly 
magined nothing but the death of the Chevalier could 
be meant by Mr. Mortimer as © the wounding tale,“ 


and ſo indeed it proved, though with farther addition. 


He informed our lovely Spanjard, Tat ſoon after that 
letter Madame de Beaumont received from her ſon, in- 
timating his return from Rheims, before he could fe 
out on his intended journey, he was ſeized with a vio- 
lent fever, Which, in three days, ended his life, to the 


inexpreſſihle grief of Don Juan; Who, thereupon, „ im- 


mediat 
letter t 
dire ev 
his Cl: 
dea vo: 
mult r 
for bac 
priſe 2 
ing o 
Clara 
much 
hours 
two 
N. 
unfo 
were 
was 
but 
not 
oth 
gra- 
Bea 

\ 

ſun 
con 
cor 
dre 
the 


— 


THE ANCHORET. 187 
mediately wrote, with his own hand, an affectionate 
ſetter to Madame de Beaumont ;—informing her of this 
dire event, and earneſtly entreating her to accompany 
his Clara into Spain,—where his forgiveneſs ſhould en- 
dea vour to footh the anguiſh this melancholy cataſtrophe 
mult needs occaſion.— But, alas! the incxorable tyrant 
forbad the completion of this deſire; the ſuilden ſur- 
priſe and grief that ſeized Madame de Beaumont at hear- 
ing of her ſon's death, joined to your abſence, charming 
Clara, at that critical and affecting juncture, proved too 
much for her to ſupport :—She was in leſs than two 
hours taken with a violent diforder ;—laid ſpeechleſs for 
two or three days, and then—expired.” 
NoTwiTHSTANDING the boaſted reſolution of the 
unfortunate Clara, her emotions were extreme; we 


were obliged to ſupport her to her chamber, which the 
was unable to quit for above a weck, and is, at preſent, 


but very indifferent —ſo that J really believe, were it 
not for receiving the deſired forgiveneſs of Don Juan, no 
other conſideration could keep her from ſinking into the 
grave, in hopes of being united for ever to her beloved 
Beaumont, and his affectionate mother. 

MR. Mortimer informed us, that Don Lopez d'Of- 
ſuna was, in about {1x months after his ſon's union, re- 
conciled; — ſo that Pedro, with his beloved Elvira, lives 
completely happy at Madrid; bleſſed with three chil- 
dren, two blooming boys and a lovely girl ;—whom 
the old gentleman 1s ſo fond of, that he has left Sego- 


via, now reſides with them, — and frequently thanks 


Elvira for making him a happy grand-fire. 


Tarvs you ſee, Emily, how different is the deſtiny 


of mortals! the very ſame means by which ſome rife to 
felicity, are, to others, productive of infinite affliction ; 
yet the only way our ſhort- ſighted humanity can recon- 
cile thoſe inſcrutable decrees, is by conſidering, that 


they both proceed from that Power which cannot err; 


who, for ſome wiſe ends, unknown to us, confers tem- 
poral happineſs or miſery, | * 
How cautious, and with what delicacy ought we to 
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cenſure the appearance of negleg, when we have yg 
other reaſon to condemn, than from our own fallible 
conceptions Often did I accuſe the unfortunate Ma. 
dame de Beaumont, for not anſwering\ the letters cf 
Donna Clara, — when, alas! ſhe had bidden adieu ſo 


ever to all earthly concerns, and, in the ſilent tomb, 
knew nothing of the world. 
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YET let me no longer dwell on thoſe melancholy 
conſiderations, but conclude Mr. Mortimer's narrative 
relating to himſelf, which conſiſted in informing us, that 
having paſſed near a year in Spain, France, and Italy, 


the country. What followed is unneceſſary to relate. 


and beauty to the proſpect; behind, a ſpacious wond 
defends the dwelling from the northern blaſts; the tui 
ed trees riſe one above another with ſuch a rich and w- 
gular aſcent, that they ſeem to form a verdant awphi- 


nainted : 
ſretted an 
and gol 

manner | 


he, and his friend Alphonſo once more returned tothe ſtory 
England; and that hearing of an eſtate in this counts, MM fruation: 
which he thought would be agreeable for a ſummer Wl the lker 
villa, he determined to purchaſe it without the know- WW xvmph 
ledge of Pedrillo, and thereby ſurpriſe his friend by an I accept a 
invitation hither, after he had finiſhed the neceſſarr he appe 
 adornments, furniture, &c.—— That two days before which e 
the fortunate interview he had given the laſt orders; © former 
that, pleaſing himſelt with hopes of delighting his friend, Ms. 
he left the inn, where he conſtantly reſided while on live wi 
thoſe affairs, and ſtrolled into the copſe before-mention- for fon 
ed, with a pocket volume of Thomſon's Seaſons, which at leng 
he has made for ſome time his conſtant companion in Donne 


ſhe le: 


WE went yeſterday to ſee the purchaſe, which is as no! 
about three miles diſtant, and within a ſhort walk of Don 
Mr. Nugent's humble dwelling, (whom I have before My 
mentioned) two beautiful meads leading dire ly from friend 

the worthy clergyman's to a ſhady avenue that riſcs to next: 
the back part of Mr. Mortimer's houſe. The ſituation Mort 
is delightful, being built on the declivity of a hill, fem put ! 
which you view a vale beneath, beauteous and rem 3” - as [| 
tic as Tempe itſelf ; a rivulet's tranſparent ſtream un- freſh 
ning in irregular windings through the whole, gives !i/- that 
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theatrez the gardens, though not very large, exhibit 
d:gance and eaſe, as does the houſe itſelf, diſplaving 


every room, except one, is hung with India paper, 
with curtains of the fineſt chintz, lined ſome with white, 
„ind others with pale blue ſarcenet. Indeed the aloon 

s degantly- fitted up, with handſome carved wainicot, 
pointed a dead white — the corniſhes and mouldings 
: Micctted and gilt; with bright green damaſk furniture, 
t Wand gold fringe. The cieling is painted in a maſterly 
„ naaner by one of the greateſt artiſts of the preſent age, 


tue ſtory of. Vertumnut, and Pomona, in two different 


ſituations z-—one, where the ſhape- changing god aſſumnes 
the likeneſs of a withered old woman, to perſuade the 
nymph (by comparing her to a Vine without a prop) to 
accept a huſpand as a firm ſupport ; — the next, where 
he appears in all the captivating charms of roſy youth, 


which effects his withed-for purpoſe far better than the 


former ſtratagem. NOS 

Mr. Mortimer has prevailed on Mrs, Whitworth to 
live with, him and little Harriot in this delightful retreat; 
for ſome time Mrs. Benſon with-held her conſent, but 
at length the ſolicitations of Mr. Mortimer prevailed. 
Donna Clara is to accompany and remain with them till 
ſhe leaves England, which I apprehend will be as ſoon 
as poſſible, ſhe being extremely deſirous of receiving 
Don Juan's forgiveneſs. 


Mx. Mortimer leaves us to-morrow, to introduce his 


friend Alphonſo; therefore my Emily may expect in my 
next a deſcription of this young Spaniard, who, by Mr, 
Mortimer's account, 1s rather a formidable champion ; 
but however he is not likely to do much miſchief here, 
as T helieve every heart is ſufficiently guarded againſt 
freſh aſſaults 3 — at leaſt I can anſwer for one—which is 
that of | . 


* 


more of delicate refined taſte than ſuperb grandeur: ; 


OYLVIA BEVERLY. 
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LETTER XXXUL 
Miſs MuscrAve to Miſs Bevery. 


Scdgeley Abbey. 

I'TH a mind filled with joy and admiration, I 

am now ſeated to acquaint my Sylvia with the 

hiicory of our Anchoret, which I have this morning 


heard from hunſelf,—Yet, oh! my ſweet friend, I need 


not repeat half his ſtory, ſinc you already know it, 


WoNnDER with me !—rejoice with Lady Silena, and 
your Frederic tell them they yet ſhall ſee a hutband 
and a father tell them Mr. Hamilton lives !—lves to 
embrace them both again by the endearing epithets of 


=” and child! 
| EAVENS ! how this diſcovery has enlivened every 


faculty; methinks I could attempt the ſpeed of feathered 
Mercury, and fly to C- „ with the delightful tid- 
Ings. But now my friend attend. To 
Cos TAN TIA, though frequent in her viſits to our 
Hermit, poſtponed the fatisfying of her curioſity to 
know his ſtory till my return, which was the day before 
eſterday, and this morning we both waited on our ve- 


nerable Sage; he received us with marks of calm affec- 


tion, and being ſeated, began the promiſed narrative, 
which I frequently thought agreed with dear Lady Slle- 
na's, but as he forbore the mention of any names, | 


could not be certain, till arriving at the affecting period 


where he left his unhappy wife and guiltleſs infant: —! 
then could not forbear exclaiming—* Gracious heaven! 


ſure, Sir, you muſt be Mr. Frederic Hamilton ! — ſince 


ir is impoſſible to believe that two different perſons ſhoul 


experience the ſame rigorous deſtiny l' With evident 


marks of ſurprize he ſaid, * Doſt thou then know ms 
my child? but that thou canſt not, ſince my fecluſior 
from the world was before thy birth.“ Firit, Sir 


(returned I) oblige me, I intreat you, by anſwering 


if Hamilton is not your name ?“ It once was fo.” 
« And why not now (impatiently anſwered your Emi: 
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oh! Sir, do but permit me to declare you yet ſur- 
vive, and the delighttul tidings will cauſe the heart of 
your Silena to exult with tranſport inexpreſſible; your 
fon too, the worthy youth who bears your name, will 
rejoice | abundantly rejoice to find a father.” 

| was proceeding with all the enthuſiaſm of un- 
bounded delight, when the venerable old gentleman, 
with tears ſtealing down his furrowed cheeks, exclaimed, 
« And does indeed my lov'd Silena live? my child 
too —Preſerve, O gracious heaven, my weakencd in- 
tellects, and teach me how to bear this ſudden ruſh cf 
joy with thankful fortitude —How have I deceived my- 
{lf by believing no worldly tidings could agitate m 
boaſted calmneſs !—alas! human nature will remain the 
ſame, till the icy hand of death ſtops the tumultuoustide 
of mortal paſſions. — Then turning to me, he beg- 
ged I would relate whatever I knew concerning Silena; 
this I readily complied with, our Hermit fitung as if pe- 
trified with attention, while my grave friend liſtened 
alſo with wonder. 

Wurx I had finiſhed, 8 his hands and raiſin 
his eyes to heaven, he breathed forth the following pa- 
thetic ejaculation ——* Juit are thy ways, and true, 
O King of Saints receive the fervent acknowledg- 
ments of thy ſervant, for thy abundant mercies; who, 
when my wife and child were left by my imprudent ſelf 
to all the dreaded miſeries of wretched indigence, raiſed 
other friends to pity and aſſiſt them. "Then addreſſing 
himſelf to me, he ſaid, © Thanks, dear young lady, 
tor your happy n now I thought this 
rock by me would never have been forſaken, but ſor 
twenty years it has proved my only reſidence, it alſo 
would have been my ſepulchre but now a beloved 
wife and child call me to abate of my intended rigour, 
and by their joint embraces to reconcile me to ſociety.” 

Tarts you may be ſure, Sylvia, I was extremely glad 
to hear, as I was fearful, (notwithſtanding my informa- 
tion and utmoſt perſuaſions to induce him to retarn to 


his Silena) his prejudices were ſo ene rooted, that 
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he would have remained to life's decay in this ſolitat 
retirement. hut to continue. 

Lou may remember, my dear children, (ſaid he) 
when firſt you diſcovered the place of my concealment 
I informed you that I had one friend ;—this was a per- 
fon who ſoon after my fatal loſs to the perfidious Lord 
Brampton, I accidentally met with, and found by di 
courſing with him, that he had been a ſervant to my 
father. As I remembered him famed for honcſty and 
integrity, and there appearing marks of the fame vir. 


tues on his countenance, I made him the cont:dant of 


my unhappy ſtory, 

e THE faithful Arthur (fo he is called) with kindeſt 
ſorrow urged me to make his humble cot my own, Ulis 
I accepted for a time, but at length the thoughts of le 
ing an incumbrance to honeſt induſtry, urged me ty 
leave his hoſpitable roof. Of this I informed him; but 
words cannot deicribe the anguiſh this worthy creature 
expreſſed, on declaring my determination to ſeck ano- 
ther home; he begged, entreated, wept, but all in 
vain ;—my thoughts were now bent on retiring from 
the world in general ; for this intent I made choice of 
the rock you now behold, being delighted with its love- 
ly ſituation in a ride which I had once taken with this 
true friend, entruſting no one on earth with my re 
tirement but himſelf alone. His habitation is near ten 
miles diſtant, yet about once a month he viſits me, 
bringing me biſcuits, dried fiſh, and fruits, freſh water, 
and many more conveniencies; for this affectionate at- 

tention, my prayers are all I have to give, yet with 
theſe he appears contented, By my lefire his viſits are 
always at the dead of night, leſt any perſon ſhould di- 
cover to whom he comes. Thus have I lived for twer- 
ty years in peaceful ſolitude, till you, my chiluren, 
found out my retreat,” 5 55 
Hx here concluded, and Conſtantia (notwithſtanding 
his manner of life, had been in ſome meaſure agtrecabe 
to her Platonic ſvſtem) gave him a moſt cordial 1n1itte 


tian to Sedgeley Abbey. This I took the liberty to ca- 
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force, by obſerving with as much delicacy as poſſible, 
that it was proper he ſhould re-aſſume an appearance 
more ſuited to the inhabitants of the buſy world, and 
be a little accuſtomed to ſociety before he ventured to ſee 
his beloved Silena.— For in ſhort, Sylvia, though there 
1; ſomething. extremely venerable in his perſon, dreſs, 
and deportment, that ſuits with his romantic habitation, 
yet were he to appear in this manner among thoſe who 
ile thernſelve: civilized beings, he would be apt to 
raiſe gaping wonder and rude mirth ;—nay, the meſt 
ſavourable opinion he could create, woul: { be cauſing a 


- doubt whether one of the antient patr iarchs had not riſen 


from the dead; he has, however, accepted my grave 
friend's invitation, and we are to go this evening, at- 
tended by a worthy e lergyman (chaplain to the Colonel) 
to whom I have related the whole of this remarkable 
affair, and conduct our Hermit to Sedgeley Abbey. 

I $HALL leave it to my Sylvia's diſcretion in what 
manner ſhe will inform Lady Silena of this happy diſ- 
covery. 

FExyecT another letter ſoon, for I ſhall long to re- 
late to you how our Anchoret appears when habited like 
a man of the world,—lI could not however refrain ſend- 
ing you this intelligence as early as poſſihle, being ſenſi- 
ble it would occaſion in my Sylvia an equal ſhare of that 
ſatisfaction experienced by her Emily Mos GRAVE. 


"Ja e TER XXX IV, 


Prom the ſame, to the ſame. 


OW, Sylvia, for my promiſc On Tue ſday night, 

according to appointment, Con ſtantia, the chaplain, 
and I, ſet forward for the rock; — the midnight hour 
Was approaching, —and, to uſe Milton's phraſe, 


All things were huſh'd, as Nature's ſelf ſcem'd dead,” 


Tux awful ſilence that ſurrounded us, the appearance 
of the tall whitened cliffs ranged oppoſite to the ſtill and 
glaſſy ocean, preſented by the moon's s pale light a more 
Vol. III. C20 
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than ſolemn ſcene; add to all this, a recollection of my 
extraordinary errand, which being unprecedented, 
ſcrved to create more ſerious meditation. 

No wonder at this awful ſeaſon, that guilty mind; 
ſuggeſt an infinity of horrors ;—I am certain, had one 
of theſe taken our ſmall tour at the ſame hour, his ima- 
gination muſt have formed a thouſand dreadful appre- 
henſions the whiſtling of the wind from the ſea among 
the cliffs, ſeeming to repreſent a confuſion of murmur: 
which it is impoſſible to deſcribe, 

IT was well we were attended by the worth Chap- 
lain, who encouraged us in our walk, otherwile, I fear, 
our boaſted refolunon wouid have failcd us; and, not- 
withſtanding Conſtantia's belief of aerial agents ſur- 
rounding and protecting us, I am indined to imagine, 
that ſhe was, at that inſtant, pleaſed with the ſociety cf 
a mortal. 

THus we proceeded, with ſlow and ſolemn ſteps, 
till we approached the rock which contained our An- 
choret ;—but judge of our ſurpriſe, when we diſtin 
heard two voices proceed from the cavern. 

I DECLARE, Sylvia, I was ready to faint, and, for 
a few moments, wiſhed myſelf any where, ſooner than 


on that alarming ſpot: - We were, however, ſoon re- 


leaſed from our apprehenſions by Mr. Hamilton's voice, 
. who bade us not be alarmed, faving, that the perſon 
with him was his truſty Arthur, who had luckily paid 
him the accuſtomed viſit, at a time, when he was pre- 
- paring to bid farewel to his hoſpitable retreat. 

Ou fears now ſubſided, we entered the rock, ard 
ſeating ourſelves, were devoutly entertained by hear- 
ing our Hermit ſpeak a parting ſoliloquy to his habitation, 

I' nx honeſt Arthur, after receiving proper informa- 
tion, was then invited by Conſtantia to accompany us 
to Sedgeley Abbey, and there be witneſs of huis beloved 
maſter's transforniotion ; — this, after a conſidexable 
number of artleſs apologies, was accepted; ſo that in 
feſs than half an hour We proceeded home, by a back 
way through the gardens, by which cantion none of the 
ſervants knew of our expedition. 
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Con3TANTIA and I firſt, in a manner, forcing Mr. 
Hamilton to drink one olafs of wine, (a conſiderable 
quantity, Sylvia, for him, who has not taſted the juice 
of the grape theſe twenty years) then attended him to 
a bed-chamber, and ſending, by his defire, honeſt Ar- 
thur to him, we left him to his repoſe, 

CoxnsSTANTIA had preſented him with proper ha- 
bilements of the Colonels to dreſs in; ſo that on his 
firſt entering the breakfaſt parlour in the morning we 
were amazed ; for, diveſted of his beard, and arrayed 
like other mortals, he appeared to great advantage, 


not looking half the age he did before. 


HoxesT Arthur beheld, with tears of joy, the 
transformation; to whom Mr. Hamilton acknowledg- 
ed, with grateful tranſport, his infinite obligations; tel- 
ling him, that if ever it were in his power, he might 
be aſſured of an ample reward for his humane fidelity. 

THE generous Miſs Macclesfield, willing to recom- 

ence and encourage the faithful old man, preſented 
155 with a bank note of twenty pounds, promiſing to 


repreſent him in ſuch a manner to her father, as would 


enſure his future happineſs. 

Po oR Arthur was almoſt overpowered with grati- 
tude ; he begged leave to kiſs the hand of his benefac- 
treſs, which ſhe complied with, though I believe ſhe 
would readily have excuſed this proof of his acknowled 
ment However, Arthur has that to boaſt of, which, 


I am certain, no man on earth, from the peer to the 


peaſant, could ever aſpire to, 

Tae honeſt old man then took an affectionate leave 
of his beloved maſter ; and, after being regaled in the 
ſervants hall (where he obſerved profound ſecrecy) de- 
parted home, very well ſatisfied, I make no doubt, 


with this laſt viſit to the rock. 


Mx. Hamilton already appears tolerably reconciled to 
the change in his ſituation ; and, I believe, the ſociety 


of his Silena and ſon will infinitely contribute towards 


extirpating his former ſeverity to the world; — this we 
are determined to try as ſoon as poſſible therefore 
Se 
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prepare, Sylvia, to ſee your Emily, who intends ac. Wl nations 
companying Mr. Hamilton to Meadfield on Monday WW tures ex 
next;—Conſtantia would alſo attend as, but ſhe expeds ON 
the Colonel at Sedgeley Abbey, either that evening or Iſ ef twen! 
the morning following: beſides, you know a nymph of ne his 
her abundant delicacy, might regard ſuch a viſit, thoy' been ex 
on ſo particular an occaſion, as not quite conſiſtent with Ml cuſtom: 
her refined conceptions yet her innate goodneſs ſuſh- WE 
ciently compenſates for theſe ſingularities, with in 
_ I nave written'to Richly Park to inform Papa, that IM her for 
Miſs Macclesfield and J intend a ſhort tour for about + ON 
week; this I have done to prevent my impatient Harry IM her, c 
from galloping to Sedgeley Abbey ;—chagrined he wil my lo\ 


be, undoubtedly, at the news 6f my excurſion ;—how- PR1 
ever, alittle vexation will do the youth no harm, —per— her fer 
. haps in a few months the caſe will be altered, and! Ml on a \ 
doomed to mourn the abſence of my mate, who may lief, b 
be ever on the wing for new delights, without regard- wine: 
ing my plaintive moan.— But a truce with this bagatel, ſtanti 
PREPARE Lady Silena and your Frederic to behold her L 
their importaut viſitor, 5 embr 
 Warar, if on our journey, Sylvia, I ſhould be teme. 
tempted to hint to Mr. Hamilton, that he mav proba- by ar 
bly ſee an intended daughter do not bluſh, child; — Fs 
if ſuch a thing ſhould happen, the ſecret will be deliva- raptu 
ed with that infinite diſcretion, for which you know delig 
your Emily is famed, joined with ſuch encomiums on 8 
your Ladyſhip, that you will have no reaſon to be alarm- mor 
ed. —] will not promiſe any thing—the intent being at ere 
preſent, only in ſp:culation ;—hut if want of diſcourſe in tk 
ſhould tempt me to begin the ſubjeQ,—out it may come of tk 
—and then—what ?—why, on ſight of my Sylvia, Iam 1 
certain Mr. Hamilton will acknowledge the picture to ſinc 
have been admirably drawn, by your E. Mus GRAF. vin 
LETTER XXXV. ay 

Miſs Mus GRAVE to Miſs Maccriesrierd. . ed | 
ET | Meodfield. Cer: 
THE affecting interview is ever ;—and believe me, feQ 


my grave friend, not all the enthuſiaſtic imagi- 
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nations of platoniſm, could exceed the heart-felt rap- 
tures experienced by thoſe happy mortals, 

ON our arrival, Mr. Res, with all the agility 
of twenty-five, jumped from the chariot, and preſented 
me his hand with more politeneſs, than might have 
been expected from a perſon ſo long eſtranged from the 
cuſtoms of the world. 


We were met at the gate by my friend Sylvia, who, 


with infinite delight, introduced us to Lady Silena and 
her ſon, 

Ox the opening of the door Mr. Hamilton flew to 
her, caught her in his arms, ſaying, “ My Silena !— 
my love my deareſt wife! 

PREPARED as ſhe was for this ſudden burſt of joy, 
her ſenſes ſeemed overpowered z—he placed her gently. 
on a ſopha, while Sylvia and I adminiſtered a itt re- 
lief, by begging her to take a few drops in a glaßs of 
wine: this was accordingly performed, but really, Con- 
ſtantia, notwithſtanding your refined ideas, I believe 
her Lady ſhip” s recovery was more owing to the tender 

embraces of the mortal Mr. Hamilton, than any other 
remedy whatever;—even had the glaſs been preſented 
by an aerial ſyIph. 

FREDERIC now partook of his father's joy, the en- 
raptured gentleman preſſed him to his boſom, while the 
delighted youth returned the tranſporting embrace, 

Tur guſt of joy a little abated, we began to converſe 
more like reaſonable creatures ; 1 for a time infinite 
were the acknowledgments beſtowed on me for my part 
in this happy diſcovery, and many expatiations, in terms 
of the higheſt gratitude, on your ladyſhip. 

I BELIEVE, though but three Jah have expired 
ſince our arrival at Meadfield, Mr. Hamilton is con- 
vinced that the hint I gave him on our journey, relating 
to his ſon's paſſion for Miſs Beverly, is undoubtedly juſt ; 
and I have the fatisfaQion to obſerve, that ſhe is regard- 


ed by the father of her lover with that affection I ſin- 


cerely think ſhe merits; for if lively innocence, unaf- 


fecked ſincerity, beauty and ſenkibity can claim eſteem, 
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my Sylvia ever muſt deſerve it. As to her enraptured | 
Frederic, he ſeems as if formed by heaven's decree fo 
her alone, ſo delicate and fearful to offend, that indeed, 


| Conſtantia, if every mortal lover exhibited ſuch eleva- 


tion of ſentiment, devoid of ſenſual ideas, I believe jt 
would be a great means of your deſcending from your 


refined ſyſtem, and engage you to judge more favour. 


ably of earthly paſſions, 
Pap A as yet knows nothing of his fair ward's amour, 


or the ſecret of Lady Silena's birth and quality, whom 


he only believes to be plain Mrs. Ramſay, therefore! 


apprehend his conſent will be rather difficult to obtain 


till the myſtery is revealed; and even then, inequality 
of fortune may be an ob ſtacle too powerful to ſurmount; 
but as I know my Sylvia de ſpiſes ſuch groveling merce- 


nary conſiderations, I am certain, when the i important 


period of twenty-one arrives, ſhe will not heſitate a 
moment, but reward the faithful -ycuth with herſel, 
and that fortune, which is only valued as it will enable 
her to make happy the man of her heart; this ſhe may 
eaſily do with thirty thouſand pounds, eſpecially as both 
ſhe and Frederic prefer retirement before the hurry ef 
the capital, 

You ſee, Conſtantia, this faithful pair inherit much 
of your refined opinions, which, I confeſs, are often 


rather too ſublime for me —cural ſhades and flowery 
meads may ſometimes do well enough, but then—dear 


Ranelagh, and a few more elegant amuſements, have 
their charms An reſpe& to cards, I readily agree with 
your moralizing Ladyſhip, and I really think they are 
the muſt abſurd murderers of time that ever were in- 
vented; yet, entre nous, Conſtantia, I believe, many 
of our ſplendid ladies, who would be thought to poſſeſs 


delicacy of ſentiment, are ſo far from regarding thoſ. 
ſpotted papers as I do, that they make them an abio- 


lute ſtudy, in hopes that the uſe of them may become: 


ducrative employment. 


IT is not an intention of Amd only, that en- 


tages them to approach the card- table; for 1 poſitively 
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believe, that were laws enforced, prohibiting every one 


A from playing or betting for the leaſt ſum whatever, the 
wal magic circle would be totally neglected; the demon of 


riches being thus expelled, could no longer influence the 


005 minds of his former votaries.—I am certain, Conſtan- 
ur- ta, you will be pleaſed with this pretty metaphor, and, 
it the ſame time, acknowledge the juſtneſs of the ſen- 
u., timent, with your»  Fmicy MuSGRAVE. 
65 P. . Notwithftanding the earneſt intreaties of this 
e happy family for my longer ſtay, I ſhall certalaly return 
to Sedgcley Abbey on Monday. 


LET TER I. 
Mi Mos GRAVE to Miſs BEVERLx. 


Sedgeley Abbey, Tueſday Morning, 8 o Clock. 
E HOLD, Sylvia, the force of friendſhip! I ar- 
I rived here but laſt night, and yet down I am ſeat- 
ed at this early hour, with the apparatus of pen, ink, 
and paper before me,—and all this principally on your 


wards my preſent inclination for ſeribbling: — you will 
think ſo perhaps, when I inform you that I was received 


fection; though I aſſure you, Sylvia, I was ever a fa- 
yourite with this experienced ſon of Mars, who has fre- 
ve quently wiſhed his Conſtantia poſſeſſed an equal ſhare 
ch of my agrecable vivacity, as he is picaſed to ſtile it. 
e Undoubtedly no child ever eſpouſed ſentiments fo con- 
. trary to thoſe of both her parents as this grave nymph ; 
for I have heard the Colonel often declare, that his lady 
poſſeſſed the fame love of gay awuſem*-rts as himſelf ; 


e whom, you know, Sylvia, though verging on fixty, is 
„always the life and ſpirit of every polite aſſembly, His 
; WM converſation laſt night principally conſiſted of the altera- 


tion and additions wade in the rotuuda at Ranelagh,— 
who appearcd moſt brilliant at Almack's or Soho, and 


the ſplendor exhibited at the laſt maſquzrade, at which 


the old gentleman informed us that he appeared in all 


account ;—yet vanity may contribute a ſmall matter to- 


by Colonel Macclesfield with many marks of polite af- 
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the dazzling pomp of eaſtern royalty; adding, with Ire 


. 4 
15 
1 
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| 
: 
: 
{ 


| | Jocund ſmile, that he was. more than once inclined i trayed 

1 drop the handkerchief to ſome elegantly- formed they. him 

_- herdefſes, could he have been aſſured that their face not be 

i were as agreeable as their perſons, _ ll you de 

5 : Mr friend Conſtantia, who utterly abhors the ſeemir 
] thoughts of a maſquerade, looked prodigious grave IM muſt f 
| this jovial declaration of her father's, which the good. extrer 


natured Colonel percciving, he changed the ſubjeR, tr WM ward: 
aſking me, how I had left you and the reſt of my friend 1 was 
at Meadfield? on whom I found his daughter had hea MW with 
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ſpeaking in very advantageous terms.—And now, Sy]. WU crucl 
via, for an expectation of ſomething that may tend to turall 
the future advantage of your Frederic. | ever | 


ON my happening to drop the name of Lady Silena 
Hamilton, the Colonel repeating it, ſaid in ſurprize, | in ot 
Do you know Lady Silenn, Miſs Muſgrave? — 1 ap- 10 
preliended that the amiable woman had died ſoon after to le 

the cruel inſult offered to her by Lord Brampton, by any 
whoſe perfidious artifices Mr. Hamilton eſtranged him- his 


ſelf from his charming wife, and has never ſince been ſom. 
„ Heard of.“ 


| , | beer 
Lou may eaſily imagine my ſurprize, Sylvia, at © him 
hearing the Colonel's ſpeech ;—Conſtantia alſo was un- wife 
acquaiated with her father's knowledge of this remark- and 
able affair, which I impute to her frequent inattention © Th 
to human occurrences;—and as I had defired her ſecrecy || eit! 


reſpecting the hiſtory of our Anchoret, ſhe had forbore till 
mentioning the purport of my viſit to Meadfield. 
BIN G now preſſed by the Colonel's queſtion, I im- 
mediately diſcloſed the whole of this extraordinary ad- Lc 
venture, at the ſame time begging that he would be cau- ed 
tious of relating the leaſt tittle of what I had informed him, 


0 
Hs liſtened attentively to my narrative, and after a l 
few moments meditation, ſaid, “ You have informed to 
me of an affair, which, notwithſtanding it bears more m 
the appearance of fiction than reality, I muſt believe; 

and in compliance with your : requeſt, Miſs Muſgrave, th 


I will be ſeeret,—as far as prudence may require.” m 
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1 LOOKED amazed at this part of his ſpeech, and be- 


trayed by my countenance a regret of having entruſted 


him with the ſtory, which he perceiving, faid, Do 
not be alarmed, or think me capable of divulging what 
you defire thould be concealed ;—but to clear up the 
ſeeming incongruity of my words, Miſs Muſgrave, 1 
muſt farſt acquaint you, that Lord Brampton and were 
extremely intimate before his infamous behaviour to- 
wards Mr. Hamilton and his amiable wife; - the which 
[| was no ſooner informed of, than I broke all connection 
with him, after firſt ſending him my ſentirnents on his 
cruel treatment of ſo worthy a family for though na- 
turally gay in what the world ſtiles genteel e, 1 
ever had too much reſpect for honour and honeſty to be 
a villain mylſelt, or encourage even the appearance of it 
in others, IM 7 : 

« THe calls of my profeſſion obliging me ſoon after 
to leave England; I had no opportunity of making 
any enquiry concerning the fate of Mr, Hamilton and 
his worthy lady ; but on my return, which was nat for 
ſome years after, J heard that the injured huſband had 
been driven by remorſe from his home, and doomed 
himſelf a wretched wanderer for ever ;—that his lovel 
wife had alſo left the country where they had reſided, 
and both ſhe and her infant ſon were ſuppoſed to be dead. 
Thus my enquiries ceaſed, and I heard nothing more 
either of thoſe unhappy ſufferers, or of Lord Brampton, 
till the laſt time that IT was in London when, about 
a week before my return hither, I received (for the firſt 
time theſe twenty years) an earneſt ſuppligation from his 
Lordſhip to viſit him; be being, as the ſervant inform- 
ed me, given over by his phyſicians, ard, juſt at the 
point of death, 3 Q 

No other conſideration ſhould have engaged me 
to attend him, but the thoughts of his approaching end 
made me obey the ſummons. _ . . 

„% Wu I entered the chamber, and drew near t6 
the bed - ſide, he held out his hand; and after thanking 
me for what he called my condeſcenſion in viſiting him, 

Vor. III. D d . 
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beg ged me to fit near him; which J complying with, 
he chen informed me, that 1 long and ſevere illneſs Rae 
brought him to a recolieAion of his former miſdeeds, in 
particular thoſe perpetrate -d againſt Mr. Hamilton and 
Lady Silena; conteiling to me freely, that an infamous 
EB againſt the charming wife, was the reaſon of his 
perfidious treacher to the hutband :—and therefore, to 
make all the recompence in his power, he had deter- 
mined, that if they or their ſon ſurvived, to be. 
queath the whole oi f his fortun:'s and eſtates to thoſe he 
had ſo much injured, which, as he had no legitimate 
heir, were entirely at his own diſpoſal. 

7 H begged me to be executor to this his laſt Will; 
ſaving, m noble abhorrence of his infamous behavi- 
out had convinced him, that he could appoint no other 
png in whom he might ſo firmly confide for the 

tri execution of hi- intentions. 

* F THEY informed him, that I had heard of Mr. 
Hamilton's leaving his home ſoon after this cruel ac- 
tion; and that Lad; Silena and her ſon were ſuppoſed 
to be dead. To which, with a heart-ſelt ſigh, he ſaid, 
Dear Mecclesfield, the former part of your informa. 
tion (the recolleQion of which wounds my foul) I muſt 
bel.cve is true; but as to the latter, I have lately 
heard that the injured Lad Silena and her fon now 
a&tuall» reſide in ſome diitant county from that of Nor- 
folk :—l therefore beg that you will make a faithful 
promiſe to a dying man, lenfible of his paſt tranſgrefſi. 
ons, to be diligent in your enquiries concerning this 
important affair; —and, it the account of their deaths 
be true, the whole of what 1 now poſſeſs is yours, the 
only proof I can give how much I deſire a reconciliation, 

+ THis ſaid, h. received my promiſe of being as 
particular as poſſible in my enquiries. The will was 
no {ſooner executed and witneiſed than his Lordſhip 
appeared more compoſed, and according to his earnef 
importunity, I ſaw. him every day during my ſtay in 
London. He ſeemed'to grow, weaker at every inter- 
view, ſo that I expect hourly to hear of his death; 
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but as I believe the news of Mr. Hamilton ca his lady 
being yet living will give him great ſatisfaction, I will 
ſend an expreſs to town to-morrow morning with the 
information. And I aſſure you, my dear Mifs Muſ- 
grave, (continued the Colonel, with a beneficent ſmile} 
not the conſideration of my poſſeſſing the whole fortune 
of Lord Brampton, in caſe of their deceaſe, can equal 
the ſatisfaction I now experience, in refieriing it to 


| thoſe worthy and undeſerving ſufferers.” 


Tur anſwer which I returned, my & Sylvia may eaſi- 
ly imagine: Conſtantia alſo expatiated with much re- 
finement on the occaſion; the purport. of whoſe ha- 
rangue I would tranſcribe, but I aQtually grudge every 
moment that keeps this letter from my friend, and 
therefore muſt only repeat ſome few particular re- 
ſpecting the Colonel's conduct. 

EARLY this morning a meſſenger was diſpatched 
with a letter from him to my Lord Brampton, with a 
charge to deliver it to no other perſon than himſelf, 


there being ſome expreſſions of forgiveneſs in it, as if 
proceeding from the parties, which the Colonel in- 


ſerted as a conſolation to a dying penitent, and which 
he did not chuſe any other perſon ſhould be witneſs to. 
We impatiently wait for the return of the meſſenger, 
when, as ſoon as any intelligence arrives, my Sylvia 
may depend on my writing again. 

PRESENT my ſincere reſpects to dear Lady Silena 
and Mr. Hamilton,—tell them that I hope ere long to 
ſee them poſſeſſed of that afluence they both were 
born to ; and before many years are elapſed, happy in 
the ſociety of a little prattling offspring, bearing the 
names of — Frederic, —Sylvia, and Silena; and inhe- 
riting withal, the amiable qualifications of their father, 
the beauty of their mother, and the worth of I. ady 
Hamilton :—to which 1 imagine that I hear you ſay,— 
and free from the chattering impertinence of 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
Miſs BeverLy to Miſs MuscRavr. 


12 ſay your laſt did not give me ſatis faction, 
1 Emily, would be deviating from that candor 
which I ever wiſhed to preſerve, at leaſt to a friend 
on which account I pardon your jocund wiſh at the 
concluſion of the epiſtle. 


penitence, as are alſo the worthy pair he former'y 
wronged ſo much; both of whom have deſired me to 
declare their forgiveneſs.— But, I apprehend, that that 
Chriſtian attribute will be more particularly expreſſed 
in a letter which Mr. Hamilton wrote to Colonel Mace 
clesfield this morning; and which, with this, is to be 
diſpatched, with all poſſible haſte, to Sedgeley Abbey. 
But as I have two hours to ſpare before the meſſenger 
can depart, I am determined to embrace the opportu- 
nitv, and fend my Emily my ſentiments on this re- 
markable diſpenſation cf unerring Providence. Il can 
aſſure you, Emily, the proſpect of ſo conſiderable a 
fortune does not, in the leaſt, elate the expectations 
of Mr. Hamilton and dear Lady Silena ;—on the con- 
trary, I believe that they would enjoy a much greater 
rtion of calm felicity in their preſcnt ſituation, than 
when poſſeſſed of ſuch afluence ;—as, without incur- 
ring the imputa'ion of mere parſimony, they muſt be 
obliged to live in a more ſplendid and public manner, 
than will ſuit with their love of retired ſolitude. 
Tur, for my part, I muſt own my approbation of 
this addition not with any mercenary views, I can 
aſſure you, Emily, but I think it will be productive of 
infinite benefit to a hundred poor families, whoſe op- 
preſſed hearts will be relieyed by the munificence of 
their new patrons. e Ew £4 | 
: IxranTs, yet unborn, will bleſs the day, in which 
fuch ſtewards were appointed to diſtribute the liberal 
gifts of heaven — How often have I heard dear Lady 
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dilena (then eſteemed as the worthy, the amiable Mrs. 
Ramſay) regret the incapability of relieving indigent 
poverty.—Now will her willing heart and ready hand 
contribute—chearfully contribute to leſſen the ſeverity 
of hunger and nakedneſs to feed the orphan and the 
ſatherleſs, —and to cauſe the widow's heart to leap lor 
oy — 0 
Bor I appear to be anticipating circumſtances that, 
perhaps, may never happen,—Heaven, pleaſed with 
Lord Brampton's repentance, may continue him longer 
on earth, to convince the world, that a changamay 
be wrought in the moit abandoned principles; and that 
his Lordſhip may be decreed to diſtribute that humane 
generoſity 1 have already deſcribed, So let it be, m) 
ſriend ;—provided affluence is attended with laudable 
beneficence, it matters not who are the beſtowers, 

AxD now, Emily, permit me to remark, how my 
prophetic declaration is verified, reſpeting your and 
Miſs Macclesfield's introducing the Hermit to the 
world,—who ſeems ſo reconciled to his preſent ſitua- 
tion, that no perſon would imagine he had paſſed 
twenty years in a ſolitary rock, without any ſociety but 
the monthly viſits of his faithful Arthur, 

INDEED, my friend, the happineſs that now reigns 
at Meadfield appears to want no farther addition, ex- 
cept—need I tell you, Emily ?—imagine the impatience 
of Mr. Pembroke—and then draw a parallel between 
Harry and Frederic. 2215 | 
Tux ſame day I received your laſt I had another 
letter from my aunt Cowley, who informed me, that 
ſhe was preparing to leave Scarborough ;—as my wor- 
thy uncle has laid in a freſh ſtock of health,—to enable 
his playing the tyrant with new alacrity, I ſuppoſe 
though my amiable Amanda feems inclined to hope, 
that this illneſs has conſiderably abated the moroſeneſs 
of his diſpoſition, Pray heaven it may! | 

SINCE you left Meadfield we have received a viſit 


from Mr, Mortimer, who has lately returned from Lon- 


don, but without the formidable young Spaniard, whom 
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he found ſo engaged with the diverſſöns of the capital, 
that he could only obtain his promiſe of viſiting rufal 
retirement after he had been preſent at the next maſ. 
querade. 

War intoxicating purſuits are thoſe oo does 
Bleafure, with her alluring baits, draw the giddy mul- 
titude to follow her ven Friendſhip's ſacred name 
ſeems driveii from the breaſt, while liſtening to hei pro- 
miſes of delightful variety Happy tor this young fo- 

reigner, if he does not pay too dear for his amuſements; 

dor we often find the inſidicus ſharper: diſguiſed under 
the'ſplendid- garb: of honourable. greatneſs, watching, 
like a ravenous bird of prey, to ſeize the unwary, un- 
ſuſpecting ſtranger, who, deceived by the ſpecious ap- 
pearance, falls an eaſy victim to the deſtrudtive artifice, 

Pook Donna Clara appears ſinking under the weight 
ot her accumulated ſufferings, - which ſeemed rather lef- 
ſened while. you, my lively friend, diſplayed thoſe vo- 
latile powers, for which you are often famed in our lit- 
tle. community.—I ſiacercly wiſh, for her ſake; that ſhe 
was received into the parental arms of Don Juan :—for 
this ſhe earneſtly prays, though the humane Mrs. W kit- 
worth will not conſent to her leaving England, till her 
health and ſpirits appear better, and then ſhe intends 
accompanying her into Spain.— The worthy Mrs. Ben- 
ſon, alſo, purpoſes going with them; not only to ma- 
nifeſt that regard ſhe entertains for the fair d'Alcarez, 
but to accompany her friend, Mrs. Whitworth, back 
to England. 

Lir TIE Hartiot is now fitting for her picture, — Mir. 
Mortimer having brought an eminent artiſt from Lon- 
don for that purpoſe; ; and hearing me declare your ſen- 
timents, of her making. a beautiful Queen Mab, the 
delighted father has taken the hint, and the picture i Is 
begun in that character: — She is drawn in all the pomp 
of fairy majeſty, ſeated on a flowery throne, arrayed in 
along flowing- robe of white and ſilver tiſſue ;—her fine 
hair tied dareleſcly behind with-a blue ribbon, and a 
coronet on one ſide of her head; in her right hand he 
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holds her ſilver wand, while, with her left, ſhe appears 
ordering a train of her followers to begin a feſtive dance. 
Theſe have been ſelected by Mr. Mortimer himfelf 
from many of the neighbou.ing peafants children, the 
moſt remarkable for beauty and liv ely innocence. M ou 
cannot bone mily, What delight ſparkles in the 
ruitics, when their pleaſed parents 
tell them that they are going to he drawn in the ſame 
picture with Mil Mortimer; while emulation riſes to 
outvie each other, in who is to ſtand neareſt to her tairy 
majeſty. They are all to be properly habited, as attend- 
ants on the beauteous Mab; and, by what is already 
done of the picture, I really think it will be an inmi- 
table piece. 

HARRIOT appears delighted, and 8 utters 
ſme innocent ſpecch on the occaſion; while the en- 
raptu: red father ſnatches her to his boſom in all the ex- 
tacy of parental fondneſs —Mrs, W hitworth, gazing 
on her growing perfections, ſays, with the tear of re- 
collective ſenfibllity, „Such was once thy beloved 
mother!“ 

May heaven preſerve this lovely girl as a bleſſing to 
them both; and that ſhe may e eſcape t thoſe calamities lo 
often incident to her helpleſs ſex, is the ſincere with of 
SYLVIA BEVERLY, 


LETTER XXXVIIL 
Mis Mos GRAVE to Miſs BEVERLV. 


Sedgeley Abbey. 
H 1 doom is fixed !l——Lord Brampton 
is no mare | — And let not* my Sylvia accuſe me 
awful iubjet o f death too ſughtly, 
when L confek my lelt pleaſed with ge pr eſent triumph 
of the gloomy king. 

Tax meſſage and letter from Colonel Macclesfield 
reached London as ſoon as poſſible, from the time of 
the ſervant's leaving home,—He returned about two 
hours ago, and informed his maſter, that on, arriving 
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at his Lordſhip's, by ſending word from whom he came, 
he gained immediate admittance into the ſick chambet, 
Where he found Lord Brampton, though extremely 
low, quite ſenſible. The penitent nobleman had ng 
ſooner gone through the whole of the letter, than be 
expreſſed infinite ſatisfaction ;—then raiſed-his eycs, and 
with much fervor, pronounced, *I am ſatisfied !”— 
Turning to the ſervant, as if willing to deliver ſome 
meſſage, —in an inſtant; the oppreſſive weight of death 
lay too heavy for farther utterance, and in leſs than ay 
hour he expired, with the Colonel's letter grafped be. 
tween his hands, as if life waited only for this laſt con- prel 
ſolation. Heaven grant his contrition was ſincere, {| mo 
ſhall he be freed from the divine wrath; and his crud tie 
perfidy, to unſuſpecting innocence, cancelled in the te- tate 
Loren heide 8 

CoLloxNx EL Macclesfield ſets out to-morrow for Lon. iſ £07 
don, to inſpect into his Lordſhip's affairs ;—and deſire MW f 
me to aſſure Mr. Hamilton and Lady Silena, that, in in f 
conſideration of their love of ſolitude, he will perform ma. 
every thing neceſſary, without their having more trou- 17 
ble than can poſſibly be avoided ; but he propoſes writ- mir 
ing himſelf to Mr. Hamilton on his arrival at London, mil 
when, I imagine, he will fend proper information of ac 
every circumſtance: Therefore, all I have to fav, , Mk 
' wiſhing many years of health and felicity to the inhahi- 
tants of Meadfield, that they may, uninterrupted, en- um 
joy this acquiſition. Peck ntls bn 9 

I APPREHEND, Sylvia, that you may now complete na. 
the deſire of your ſwain whenever you chuſe, for, I be- . 
lieve, after all thoſe important diſcoveries are made to bre 
Papa, he will not heſitate a moment, but freely conſent {M mn 
to his fair Ward's releaſe from his authority, to that of dir 
a—huſband. | | 

I DECLARE, Sylvia, I waited for ſome minutes be- 
fore I could pen the comprehenſive title, eſpecially : 
the word authority was. ſo near. What abſolute domi- 
nion is decreed to thoſe ſighing Strephons after a ſhort 
ceremony and yet female infatuation runs in ſo dire 
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4 line from mother to daughter, that we are all deſirous | 


of making the experiment. 1 3 
Snook and tranſitory will be my ſingle ſtate of ex- 


iſtence, that is certain, unleſs I run counter to parental 
command ; for, fince I wrote laſt I haye received a letter 
from Papa, wherein he deſires I would be ſpeedy in my 
return to Richly Park, and not trifle any longer with 
the paſſion of à man of worth and honour, Theſe are 
his very words ] aſſure you, Emily, —lor which, I ſup- 
poſe, I am beholden to that jmpatient mortal who longs 
for Authority ;—avtwithſtanding his epiftles are, at 
preſent, couched in rerms ſo very humble, as would al- 
moſt perſuade me he would remain my ſubſervient cap- 
tive, “ till Death us do part ;”—but I am not fo far in- 
fatyated as to believe it, and happy for me, perhaps, that 
I do not; ſince, I ſuppoſe, I ſhall ſoun find the woetul 
contrary. rents Fo Tae 8 
To what can this ſudden change be owing !—ſure, 
in ſome degree, to thoſe expreſſions of obedience in the 
marriage ceremony, where we are made to promiſe ſuch 
implicit ſubjection, that our new-made lords are deter- 
mined to exert the power they then receive the hu- 
mility of a lover is forgot, and they enter on their late- 
acquired title with the pleaſing pr ofpeQ of abſolute do- 
minion. | e S427 (any 

On ! Sylvia! let mie baniſh from my thoughts the 
unwelcome anticipation ; for ſhould 1 dwell on the mor- 
tifying idea, I ſhall certainly carry to the ſilent tomb the 
mae of-. _ Emity MusGRAVE. 

P. S. The above diſguſting topic occaſioned my 
breaking off ſo abruptly, that I did not inform you of 
my leaving Sedgeley Abbey to-morrow ; — therefore 
direct your next, Sylvia, to Richly Park. | 


5 r . 
Moiſs BrvrRl v to Miſs MuSGRAVE, p 
* HE ſame poſt that brought me my Emily's let- 


I ter, preſented one. to Mr. Hamilton from Colonel 
| - IE. e | 
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Macclesfield,: couchcd.in ſuch polite terms, and, at the 
{ame time, expreſſive of ſuch real. congratulations, that 
no one, who perufed it, would imagine it came from a 
perſon who — ſo conſiderable a fortune : of 
the poſſeſſion of which, a ſhort time before, he might 
almoſt have aſſured himſelf.— But I find he is too much 
Conſtantia's father to inherit mercepary principles, not- 
withſtanding their eee are, in many other fe- 
ſpects, different. - 

By the Colonel's deſcription of the ſeveral > Jn 
&c. of Lord Brampton, J believe the whole will amount 
to near fifteen thouſand pounds a year ten of which, 
Mr. Hamilton and Lady Silena informed their ſon, they 
were determined to. reſign to him, provided he could 
prevail on a certain young lady to accept the name of — 
Hamilton. — I was preſent when this overture was men- 
tioned, and you may be ſure, Emily, I looked a little 
diſconcetted, tho? not violently angry ;—the youth aiſo 
betrayed 3 of einbarraſſment, yet, not deſtitute of 
hope, but approaching me with a polite air, and prefling 
my hand to his lips, (with rather too much confidence) 
he ſaid, * The conſideration of fo affluent a fortune 
would contribute nothing to his telicity, if deprived of 
hat he eſteemed of much greater value.“ 

THF anſwer I made I cannot very well remember, 
but I believe it conſiſted of nowery great ſeverity z yct 


let me own to you, Emily, that this ſaid Fortune has 


hindered my ſhiniag in a light of generoſity, Which! 
was determined to exhibit at the important period ot 
twenty-one! — You may eaſily gueſs my. flourithing in- 
tent,—but, however, as I am nou diſappointed, I ſhall 
drop the ſubject, and inform you, that I have ſeen our 
long-cxpected viſitor Alphonſo, who arrived- at. Mr, 
Mortimer's on Thurſday Jatt ;—a moſt accompliſhed 

and formidable Don I aſſure your Ladvſhip, and, I ſup- 
poſc, he has made fifty conqueſts in the ca capital; though, 
as I before obſerved, he will not add a ſingle unit to the 
number here ;—yet, if I may judge from appearances, 
the young Spaniard wouls e it his fair country N- 


— * 
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man would regard him in a favourable light ;—but, I 
believe, ſhould he fix his hopes of happineſs on this alone, 
deſpair muſt be his portion; ſince every tendre, in the 
boſom of the diſconcerted Clara towards the male ſex, 
appears buried in the grave with her heloved Beaumonr. 
ELL, Emily, am. I to expect your next epiſtle in 
the name of Muſgrave or Pembroke? — Why theſe de- 
lays, my friend ?—Since you do intend entefing the 
holy ſtate, e'en conclude it at once, - perform youn pro- 
miſe with a good grace, and ſuffer not your enraptured 
Harry to accuſe you with infincerity, S's 
EXCELLENT advice now do not you pretend to 
recriminate ; conſider, my abfolute promiſe has not 
been given, and much leſs, any particular time fixed for 
the conſummation 1 — However, commence, child, as 
ſoon as you will, when, perhaps, vour lead may be 
followed, ſooner than you at preſent imagine, by 
; | 4 SYLVIA BEVERLY, 


LETTER XI. 
Miſs MusckAvx to Miſs BEVPRIV. 


f © Richly Park, 

HOUGH friendſhip is juſtly deemed an amiable 

And an endearing tye, yet when united to the 
binding affection of relationſhip, what may we not hope 
from the delightful connection To ſolve this enigma- 
tical preface, I muſt inform my Sylvia, that, in a ſhort 
time, ſhe and triend Emily may, with more juſtice, call 
each other, —couſin, — than many in the world nearer 
in affinity; ſince real regard will contribute to render 
the alliance more permanent,—Now then to unriddle 


Ox my return hither, elated with joy at Mr. Hami!- 
ton and Lady Silena's being re-inftated in their former 
affluence, I could not help declaring the reaſon of my 
tranſports, in a tete-a-tete, with Papa in his ſtudy ;— 
having ſome intent, I own, Sylvia, at the fame time, 
to apprize your Guardy ＋ the affections of his fair 

e 2 


— 
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Ward were ſituated; this, you may juſtly contlude, 
conſiſted of imparting the ſecret of her birth, who was 
only regarded as Mrs. Ramſay. 
I was ſuffered t finiſſi my narrative, and then Papa, 
who appeared infinitely delighted, roſe and rang the 
bell, though without ſpeaking one ſyllable till the fer- 
yant entered, to whom he faid, e Preſent my reſpect; 
to the Counteſs of S———, and tell her Ladyſhip, that 
TI would beg the favour of her company in my ſtudy.” 
OX the ſervant's leaving the room, I, in ſome ſur- 
priſe, begged Papa to tell me the reafon of his meſſage, 
to which, with evident marks of paternal ſatisfaction, 
he ſaid,“ Indeed, my dear Emily, I ſincerely believe 
you were born to give delight and aſſiſtance to us all,” 
was ſo overcome with this tender expreſſion, that! 
could not forbear kiſſing his hand with as much fervour, 
perhaps more, in reality, that ever Harry Pembroke 
did mine.—-Juſt as I was employed in this affectionate 
action the Counteſs entered, when Papa, reſpectfully 
accoſting her, ſaid, © Your Ladyſhip has often com- 


fate which befell your amiable ſiſter —learn the whole 
now from my Emily, ſince ſhe can fully inform you of 
every viciſſitude of fortune that has befallen Lady Silena 
Melville!“ FA jp 
Tux ſurpriſe of both her Ladyſhip and your friend, 
Sylvia, you may compare to that which you yourlelf 
will exp-rience, when by what I have written, you 
will perceive that the Counteſs of S——— was once 
Lady Margaret Melville. I apprehend this will be a 
farther addition to dear Lady Silena's felicity; which 
plamly demonſtrates the aſſertion of manv learned wri- 
ters, that there is neither happineſs or miſery, however 
extreme in appearance, but which are capable of far- 
ther increaſe. | 4 | 
Ap now was I oblixed to go through the whole 
narrative onde more, though with abundant fatisfac- 
tion, I aſſure you, Sylvia. You may eafily imagine 
the expreſſions of affectionate Fenfibllity that were ut- 


_ 


plained to me, in ſecret, of your being ignorant of the 
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tered by this amiable ſiſter, when I had finiſhed the de- 
tail; and after her Ladyſhip and Papa had expatiated 
with wonder and delight on the ſtory of our Anchoret, 
the Coùnteſs in return immediately began to relate what 
happened after her clandeſtine union with Captain 
Douglas, the young adventurer mentioned in Lady Si- 
lena's hiſtory, And as the words of her Ladyſhip will 
do her ſelf more juſtice than thoſe ſubſtituted by me, I 
will endcavour to give them to my Sylvia. 5 

O my imprudent marriage with Captain Douglas, 


(quoth her Ladyſhip) I was obliged to remaiu in ſecret, 
to elude the ſearch made by my offended father; and 
iminediately after the decifive battle at Culloden, which 


e, ſo fatal to the rebel party, I attended my deluded 


band into France. This title I gave him, in conſi- 


deration of his being made a dupe to the promiſes ot the 
unfortunate Chevalier, who engaged his aſſiſtance, by 
flattering him with hopes of conſiderable emolument, 
either if conqueror or conquered but as the latter was 
his fate, I believe it was not in his power, (whatever 
[as inclination might intend) to perform the leaſt pro- 
mile either to Mr. Douglas, or to hundreds more, who, 
no doubt, had engaged through the fame views, 
« THE diſappointment however proved too great 
for the Captain to ſupport with any degree of fortitude, 
Indeed his fituation was extremety deplorable, as his fa- 
tal attachment to.the Pretender's intereſt, had rendered 
him obnoxious even to his own family, Who had threat- 
ened to deliver him up to the puniſhment gue to rebels, 
in caſe he ever returned to England ʒ and in this ſtrange 
kingdom we had ſmall means of ſupport. In ſhort, De- 
ſpalr fo far aQuated him, that I was continually on the 
watch for fear he ſhould be guilty of ſuicide, that moſt 
horrid crime, at the thought of which the very angels 
tremble ; yet, though 1 had the happineſs to prevent 
this dreadful offence, the agitation of his diſappointed 
mind threw him into a violent diſorder, that ended his 
life in leſs than two months aſter our arriving in France, 


leaving me and an infant daughter (not quite ſix mouths 
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old) to all the miſeries of want and indigence. Happy 
ſhould T have been had ſhe alſo followed her unfortunate 
father to the grave, ſince her imprudent condud after- 
wards occaſioned me more affliction than my former 
wretchedneſs. e 

* Tn this ſituation I continued ſome months, expe- 
riencing many hardſhips ; till at length the Karl of 8—, 
a nobleman of conſiderable fortune in England, and re- 
nowned for loyalty to the king, arrived at Paris, and 
ſeeing me accidentally as I was one evening taking a ſo- 
litarv walk in the retired part of the environs of the city, 
accoſted me with much reſpect, having known me when 
F was regarded as daughter to the earl of; tho 
at that time this young nobleman was only a private 
_ gentleman, but raiſed to the title by loyalty to the heft 
of ſovereigns: at firft I experienced the utmoſt trepidity, 
and would willingly have evaded a converſation which 
his Lordſhip was beginning; but he treated my misfor- 
| tines with ſuch delicacy that I grew leſs reſerved, and 
at length complied with his earneſt requeſt to permit his 
viſiting me; the conſequence of this: intercourſe, in a 
ort time, preſented me a lover in the diſintereſted 
Lord S——, | SLE TT 

« Hr informed me, in as tender a manner as poſſi- 
ble, with the unfortunate fate of my brother and un- 
happy father, by which fatal error the whole family 
Eſtate and F ffects were forfeited to the crown. I then 
deſired to know if he could inform me what had become 
of my ſiſter? to which he anſwered, that ſhe had left 
Scotland with Mr. Hamilton, a nephew of Lord M——, 
and it was believed that they ſettled themſelves in Eng- 
land, after being united, contrary to the conſent of his 
Lordſhip; who was fo much enraged at the fatal error 
of Lord Melville, that he indiſcriminately accuſed the 
innocent Silena with faults ſhe could neither hinder nor 
avoid.—Not to dwell too long on many circumſtances, 
(continued the Counteſs) let it ſuffice to ſay, that in 
Tefs than a twelvemonth from the death of Captain 
Douglas, J efpouſed Lord SS—, his generous offer 
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being too noble to be ſlighted by me, who had no other 
proſpect before my eyes but wretched indigence for my- 
r. WJ {elf and infant; his Lordſhip was ſo exceeding fond of 
er MY ny (then) innocent Sukey, that he determined ſhe 
ſhould pals for his own child, for which purpoſe ſhe 
was always. honoured with the appellation of Lady Su- 
ſan H, though her real name was Douglas; of this 
he was alſo the more d-ſicous, as on our return to Eng- 
land, it would hinder all difagreeable enquiries, which 
the name might occaſion, from thoſe to whom I ſſtould 
either be forgot, or totally unknown. 

« WE remained about a twelvemonth longer in 
France, and then I accompanied his Lordſhip to Eng- 
land. Nothing material happened for fifteen years, dur- 
ing which time I made frequent enquiries after my ſiſter, 
but never could obtain the leaſt ſatisfaQtion ; which I now 
attributed to her having adopted the name of Ramſay. 

Ar the expiration of the time betore- mentioned, 
| was again left a widow by the death of the Earl, whoſe 
los J ſincerely lamented ; notwithſtanding he left me in 
ſuch Affluence, as a Diſpoſition more mercenary than 
mine, might have been. pleaſed with. y 


i 
% 


« LApy Suſan (as ſhe was ever called, and conſe- 
quently believed herſelf to be the daughter ot the Earl, 
by whom | had no child) was, at the time of his death; 
y near etghteen and though a too gay diſpoſition, while 
nher ſuppoſed father lived, was kept by his authority un- 
eder proper ſubjection, it now became too violent for me 
do reſtraln. To. ſuch an imprudent degree did her con- 
„duc arrive, that ſhe was frequently cenſured as guilty of 
indiſeretigns that ſhocked me to hear of. I tried by 
every method, both gentle and ſevere, to awaken her 
recollection; and endeavoured at reclaiming her too vo- 
late purſuits, but in vain: in ſhort, ſo many farcaſtic 
r Ml fpecches were uttered when we appeared in public, as 
compelled me to ſhun the buſy world, tor fear of receiv- 
ing what I deemed-abſolute affronts. 


N „BR TrORR ſhe attained her twentieth year, ſhe, made 


1 an honourable captive of 8 ir Jaſper Aru add) 5; 0 120 
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ſorry to add, I believe the conſented to this match, in 
hopes of getting rid of parental authority, which, thy! 
ne little regarded, appeared too irkſome a controu] for 
one of her diſpoſition. I ſuppoſe I need relate no far. 

ther, ſince a repetition of diſagreeable circumſtanccs. 
already too well known, muſt only oecaſion difagreeah|. 
recolections. I have therefore only to add, (eentinued 
her Ladyſhip, addreſſing herſelf to Papa) that the tre. 
ty of marriage between you, Sir Robert, and my ga; 
dauiter, was too fa advanced for me (who had live; 
retired at Richly Park ever ſince Sir Jaſper's death) 1; 
prevent; otherwiſe, I firmly believe that I ſhauld [1ay; 
endeavoured to hinder her from making another worthy 
man a dupe to her indiſcreet conduct: nay, | was fois. 
norant of every tranſaction, that I knew nothing of your 
addreſſes, till the receipt of a letter from Lady Suſan, 
about three days before the marriage, requeſting me to 
prepare every thing for your reception on Tueſday, 23 
that day ſhe was to be the bride of Sir Robert Mulgrave. 
But as I imagined that you, Sir, and your family, would 
think it rather remarkable that the mother of your bride 
ſhould eſtrange herſelf on fo felicitous an occaſion, I en- 
quired of Lady Suſan what excuſe ſhe had made for this 
ſeeming peculiarity; who anſwered, that ſhe had in- 
formed you, that a love of retirement, and diſlike to 
public company, had induced me to remain at Richly 


Park till ſome time after the uſual forms incidental at 


ſuch periods. | | 

* To ſupport this aſſertion, which in great meaſure 
was agreeable to my inclination, I ever have remained 
as private as poſſible, yet frequently experiencing the ut- 
moſt anxiety at the imprudent conduct of my inconſide- 
rate daughter; and was once obliged to a mean evaſion, 
as an excuſe to Miſs Beverly, for a violent emotion 
which the ſight of the vile Morton occaſioned.” 
Hz, with a few moralizing ſentiments on Lady 
Suſan's entering a cloiſter, did the Counteſs conclude, 
I fappoſe, Sylvia, the time mentioned was when you 


were interrupted from war bling ſo ſweetly to the harpſi- 


chor 
the | 
e 
unde 
it ex 


as tC 
Indi 
deſs 
pabl 
crit! 
thin 
Wha 
I 
aſJu! 
lote« 
Cree 
belle 
excl 
It 18 
F 
reſf 
nay 
vil 
dur 
\ 


by 
114 


On 


ſion 
his 
alſo 
thi 
Th 
anc 
13 0 
ſup 
the 


lige 


Nene. 217 
chord, and when her Lady ſhip {aid a gentleman croſſed 
the hirdcage walk, who reſembled a deceaſed brother? 

I HE deception was however undoubtedly excuſable 
under ſuch circumſtances, —Y et I cannot help thinking 
it extremely ſtrange, that Papa fnould remain ignorant 
as to the indiſcreet character of Lad Suſan before the 
indiſſoluble knot was tied ;-—iure the ſoud- ſounding god- 
deſs at that time deter nine d to be ſilent, till the was ca- 
pable of effecting more miſchief, and then with freſh ala- 
city reſumed her babbling trumpet, However, as 
things are at preſent Ci. cumſtanced, it matters not 7 
what means former tranſactions were concealed. 

I HAVE therefore no farther to add, Sylvia, but to 
aſſure your Ladyſhip, that you need not wait till the al- 
loted time arrives, When the laft will of Sir Edward de- 
crees you ſole miſtreſs of yourſelf and fortune;z—for 1 
believe J can prophecy that you will have free liberty to 
exchange the name ot Beverly for Hamilton, whenever 
it is moſt agreeable. 

PAPA, and the enraptured Counteſs, ſend a thouſand 
reſpectful and afſectionate baiſemains z the former deſires, 

nay inſiſts, that ſhould Mr. Hamilton and Lady Silena 
viſit London, they would fix their rehdence with him 
during their ſtay i in the capital, 

Wr are all to leave Richly Park on Monday ſeven- 


nizht, to attend Papa during the ſitting of parliament ; 


on which acconat, Harry Pembroke, know: ag my aver- 


ſion to a London wedding, earneſtly begs me to accept 
his name before we leave the country, This requeſt is 

alſo greatly enforced by both our fathers; therefore I 
think 1 ſhall e'en conſent, to avoid farther importunity. 
This evening the important day is to be fixed —Nearer 
and ne ter you ſee, Sylvia, does the time approach that 
is decreed for my vielding implicit obedience; and as I 
ſuppoſe the pe eriod will be as ſoon as poſſible, to ſatisfy 


the impatience of my Strephon, expect no farther intel- 


ligence in the name of EMILY Mus GRAVE. 


Vol. III. 
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F L . 
Mig BEVERKUT to Miſs MusGRAvE. 
OUR laſt, Emily, left vou at the concluſion in o 


critical a fituation, that I am rather at a loſs how 
tu addrels ou, as Mrs. Pembroke, mv ſtile ſhoul, 


be cous ed in more diſtant and reſpectful terms than 


when writing to Mis Muigravez however, whether 
one or the other, each inhabitant of Meadfield acknow- 
ledge themſelves indebted tor your welconie diſcovery 
reſpecting the amiable Counteſs of S——, Dear Lady 
Silena, in particular, is unbounded in devout gratula- 
tions, and carnetily withcs to embrace a long loſt ſiſter. 
How frequently, E muy „have we compare d thoſe ami. 
able females to each other, in every expreſſive word and 
action; and once, I remember, in giving dear Mrs, 
Ramiay a d-.crintion of the Counteſs, I carried my 
: compariſon ſo juſtly tar, as to 5 they reſembled 
two bodies actuated by one ſoul; little imagining they 
might inherit a ſumilarity of ſentiment by ſuch near con- 
ſanguinity. 

Tre two worthy friends, Mrs. Whitworth and Mrs 
Benſon, leave us in a few days, to accompany Donna 
Ciara into Spain ;>Alphonio has obtained permiſſion 
alſo to attend them: and reallv, Emily, I am now in 
doubt, whether tins young Spaniard has not found 
means to ſoften the rigou: ot misfortunes in the boſon 
ot his charming country woman z—as we all agree, that 
her deſpondency has viſibly abated, ſince his arrival at 
Mr. Mortimer's. — To Ser ae this belief, a few 
days ago the looked oa the picture of her Beaumont with 
infinite compolure; and atked me, if I did not think 
there was a great likeneis between Alphonſo and the 
portrait ;— —theie are material ſigns of having combated 
her former affection, Emily ; for 1 confen, cannot 
trace the leaſt reſemblance; ;—bur, however, I ſincerely 
with Pedrillo may be ſucceſsful ta what, I am Certaln, 
1. e carneſtly deſires. 
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Sex I wrote laſt, we have been honoured with a 
viſit from the Duke of *X**#*_ formerly an intimate 
friend of Lord M——'s, ünche to Mr. Hamilton his 


Grace had received a circumſtantial account from Colo— 


nel Macclesfield relating to family affairs; and being a 
nobleman of ſtrict probity, and humane principles, he 
viſited Mr. Hamilton, (on his way to his own ſeat) and 
informed our Anchoret, that his uncle was lat ly dead; 


therefore, he being the next heir, miglit claim the ti 


tle and eſtate, which, by reaſon of kis retirement from 
the world for ſo many years, the ſon of a younger bro- 
ther to Lord NV: had been put in poſſcMon of. 

Mr. Hamilton returned his Grace proper acknow- 
ledgments for his obliging information, but declined 
claiming either the one or the ctler, ſaying, that he 
ſhould ſoon be in poſſeſſion of a much larger income than 
he even defired ;—and, as for a ſcunding title, a love of 
retirement had ad the acquiſition abſolutely unneceſ- 
ſary. 
Tur Duke, notwithſtanding he is, in the juſt ſenſe 
of the word, a. worthy man, appearæd amazed at this 
cool renunciation, of what ſeemed too deſirable to be 
ſo eaſily relinquiſhzd ;—therefore turning to Frederic, 
he ſaid, © And can you, young gr-atleman, acquieſce 
with ſo philofophic a determination Can you conſent 
to reſign an eſtate and title, the w ich vou have an un- 
doubted right” to, after your father's deceaſe ?” 


To which my Corydon (firſt conſulting his Sylvia's 


looks) anſwered, with much fortitude, © That as his 
father had Yor donated not to interrupt the poſſeſſor from 
enjoying what he certainly regarded ae truly valuable; 

he would follow the parental example, and leave the 


new · made peer to experience the utmoſt felicity with- 
out attempting to diſturb his happineſs. ” 


I $8MILED, Emily, gracioufly ſmil:d on the youth, 
as a reward for ſuch diſintereſted declarations ; the de- 
lighted Mr. Hamilton ſnatched him to his deim, and 
applauded his h-roick reſolution; while dear Lady Silena 
ſhed over her ſon the tender drop of ſympathetic joy. 

2 
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 IegarLy believe, Emily, that his Grace, at that 
inſtant, thought he was ſituated among people of more 
refined conceptions than are to be met with in a ſtate of 
human propenſity ;——he regarded us as abſolute ſtoicks 
and ſeeming to catch the emanation, made an excellent 
harangue on the merits of the conduct of Mr. Hamilton 
aud Frederic. —'Fhus you fee, my friend, J am deter- 
mined to correct all vain deſires, and not ſuffer the 
ſounding pomp of empty title to intoxicate my more va- 
luable ſenſations — As [ was willing vou ſhould know 
the particulars of a vitory, gained over the powerful 
ailies of Avarice and Pride, I could not refrain ſending 
this account; otherwiſe I would not have engroſſed ſo 
much of your time at fo critical a junQure—perhaps 
the nuptial day :—and then II ſuppoſe Mr. Pembroke 
will be apt to exclaim, © Could not this ſeribbling girl 
have declined her uſual impertinence at this joyous pe- 
rind ?—Do, my beloved Emily, throw from your hand 
the production of ſo loquacious a trifler, and devote 
thoſe happy minutes, to employments more fitted to 
this feſtive day.“ . 

WILL, Emily, as I muſt acknowledge ſuch expreſs. 
ons are extremely pardonahle in a bridegroom, I will 
not irritate his impatience any farther, than juſt to re- 
turn Mr. Hamilton's and Lady Silena's thanks for the 
oblizing invitation of Sir Robert ;—and, as I believe it 
will be accepted, I ſhall endeavour at a reconciliation 
with your enravtured Harry, as he will they receive 
every robert conceſon that he can reaſonabl expect 
from his Emily's cver affectionate SyLvia BEYERIL xv. 


EET TER XIII. 
Mrs. PPM RORE to Mis BEVIRLX. 
| | Rich'y Part 
A NATURAL ſuppoſition inclines me to believe, 
\ that my Sylvia will fift obſerve the ſubſcribed 
name at the bottom of this epiſtle. Ves, my dear girl. 
Lam really metamorphoſed ! the incorrigible Harry has 
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at length prevailed, and on Tueſday I aged mhy 
_— parted from maiden I!berty—and am indeed 
wite | 

I DESIRED Charlotte to impart the tale to you be- 
fore, but the ſaucy girl abſolutely refuſed, ſaying, with 
a provoking ſmile, that ſhe was determined I ſhould re- 


late the iraportant change myſelf, to prove that the al- 
teration had not abridged my former vivacity ;—a fine 


excuſe you will ſay 1 

Wil; 8 jivia, I ſuppoſe vou will expect a full, true, 
and particular account of this faid nuptial dav ;—avt- 
w 1! hftanding | it is utterly r-pugnant to every law of de- 
corum, for the bride to be her{clf the relater, But ſince 
| cannot prevail on any other perion, I inuit e'en con- 
ſent, and inform you, that carly in the morning | was 
conducted to chapel, where the ceremony was pc \rtorm- 
ed by Mr. Denniſon, in the. preſence ot the Counteis, 
Sir Rowland Pembroke, Papa, and Charlotte z—aiter 
which we returned to the ſaloon, and preſently honeſt 
Trueman and Lydia came from the lodge, and begged 
permiſſion to with the bride | joy.— The good old man, 
(with whom I was ever an immenſe favourite) aiter ex- 
preſſing every hearty congratulation, with tears in his 
eves, mentioned a deſire of his daughter's, Which TI, 
till that moment, remained unacquainted with ;=this 
was, to take Lydia as my woman ;—the amiable girl 
earneſtly deſiring to be conſtantly with me. I imme- 
diately complicd, but could not help ſaying to her fa- 
ther, © How will this occurrence agree with your diſlike 
to your daughter's viſiting the capital, Mr. Trueman? 
for if Lydia remains with me, the regard I ever enter- 


tained for her, will oblige me to take her to London as 


often as I go myſelt. — y ama regarded me with a bluſh- 
ing look of grateful affection; while the honeſt old man 
replied, that his former fears were greatly ſubſided, by 


conſidering the good example ſhe would conſtantly be- 


hold from her amiable Lady; which would prevent his 


- child from receiving any of thoſe deſtructive principles, 


which too many in the buſy world are prone to. 
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I RETURNED him thanks for his good opinion, and 
Lydia immediately entered on her defired office z—but, 
Indeed, S\l[via, I ſhall ever regard her more as a com- 
panion than a ſervant :—her merit deſerves it ;—and ] 
believe I may venture to declate, that her own good- 
neſs of her heart will be more apt to enſure her ſafety, 
taan my example and prot ction, notwithſtanding ſhe 
ſhall want for neither. —Spcke with a matron-like dig- 
nity! is it not, Sylvia ?—Ob7rve the conſequence we 
rec ive on becoming wives |— The careful father, tho? 
he ever ack-owl-dged my abundant merit, while Miss 
Muſgrave, was then feariu} of entruſting hs daughter 
to a girl s Care —but now ne r2adilv delivers his only 
child to the prudent caution of— Mrs, Pembroke for 
which, in return, I will be ſo vigilant, that he ſhall 
have no reaſon. to repent his confidence. 

As all other traaſaMons of this day, S via, may be 
imagined, I need not repeat what has often been de- 
ſcribed : for they conſiſted of little more, than every 
one's locking merrier than the bride, who is obliged to 
behav: with ſober ſadneſs on the occaſion ; — thereby 
paying her new- made Lord an exc llent compliment no 
doubt ;—nav, ſome, willing to be thouzht extremely 
| delicate, abſolut: ly aſſume 1 ſullen an aſpect, as if wil- 
ling to dictate Hubby, how he is to behave from that 

forward. 
_* Poor ſouls! they need not be at ſuch abundant 
pains, what is frequently put on in them, becomes a 
natural propenſity in their Dearees in a ſhort rime. 
Fon my part, I am not conſcious of behaving other- 
wiſe than b fore; I was neither more elated, nor more 
'd>nrefſ:d; and, notwithſtanding I experienced number- 
Jeſs palpitations at chapel, I went through the ceremony 
with proper courage; being datermi: ned to keep up my 
pirits, and not, through a d-ſire of being eſteemed ſu- 
perlatively delicate, to faint awav, and exhibit fifty ri- 
diculous fopperies, whereby I might either expoſe my- 
| ſelf to ridicule, or occaſion a ſuſpicion of ſomething bor- 
dering on diſlike to the man whom I was ſwearing to 
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receive, under even ſuch d:iſtieſsful ſituations ;—vet, I 


believe, this abſurd behaviour, which I have here de- 
ſcribed, is feldom practiſed by any, except taoſe who 
can claim but a ſmall ſhare of real integrity; therefore, 
am certain my Sylvia will deſpiſe ſuch ſhallow arti- 
fices, when her turn arrives to approach the ſhrine of 
Hymen. 

 YesTERDAY Mr. Pembroke received an affection- 
ate letter from his noble uncle the Duke of &, at 


Paris, now on his return to England, — who felicitates 


his nephew on our union; Harry having obtained his 
Grace's conſent ſome time ago, and in his laſt letters 
mentioned our approaching nuptials. | 
ONE paragraph in the epiſtle is fraught with ſo ex- 

cellent a ſentiment, (eſpecially, conſidering the former 
diſſipated lite of this nobleman) that I cannot help tian- 
ſcribing it: after proper congratulation, he ſays, © Pre- 
ſent my affetionate withes to your bride, and tell her, 
that on my arrival in England, I ſhall deſire her accep- 


tance of a few Pariſian ornaments which I have pur- 


chaſed here ;—not with a view of adding to thoſe perſo- 
nal charms you ſo elaboratcly deſcribe, but to teſtify my 
approbation of her mental accompliſhments which, 
I am convinced, my fair nice muſt poſſifs, otherwiſe 
my dear boy would not have been attracted by the out- 
ſide form, though reſembling a Grecian Venus,” 
A DELICATE complunent, is it not, Sylvia? and 
enough to elate female vanity conſiderably ;—Harry ap- 
ears tranſported at his uncle's expreſſion, and would 
kin make me believe I deſerve the polite encomium. 
Heaven grant that he may poſſiſs the ſame endearing 
ſentiments after as many years, as it is at preſent da-'s 


ſince our union: were that to be the caſe, we ſhould 
go near to claim the Dunmw flitch in good earn ſt; for 


this I can aſſure you, S;lvia, that while he continues 
the tender huſband, his Emily will ever remain the du- 
tiful wife, . 1 
A MosT unfaſhionable couple though, vou will allow ; 
for by this inſufferable affe tion, our company will be 


* 
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deteſted, abhorred, by thoſe who now look on divorce; 


ani i-paratioa as the moſt deſirable confideration ;— 


we ſhall only be fit for rural retirement, where the Tay 


and polite may not be put to the bluth, at beholdin; 
our ungentecl attachment to each other. 

IN ſhort, Sylvia, I almoſt ſeem willing to copy oy it 
deſcription 1 In tne Spec tator, No. 254. and tot Zhu 


| Piper was not written by our favourite Addiſon, it con- 


tains an excellent picture of a good wife, who, deſpiſing 


the ſnalow ridicule of her former gay acquaintance, di- 


termines to place her ſole ſtudy and delight in pleaſing 
the man cf her choice. 

HEAVENS! what antiquated bien ende Do, my 
ſweet girl, haſten Mr. Hamilton and dear Lady Silc1, 
to town, that I may be kept in countenance by thr 
example; and then, if it ſhould prove agreeable, | 
would have you and your Frederic complete the happi- 
neſs of your wiſhes. | 

IMAGINE a thouſand 2 compliments, and ſo 
forth from Richly Park, which cy grew too nu- 
merous to expreſs ſingly. 

HAVING uſt obſerved Colonel Macclesfield and hi 
fair platonic daughter alight from the chaiſe, [ muſt now 
conclude, Sylvia, as I hos to know in what manner [ 


ſhall be ſaluted by this refined nymph, ſince I have taken 


the name of EmiILy FEM RO KE. 


LE T 1 E R NLIII. 
 Mi% BEVERLY to Mrs. PEMBROKE. 


HE common-place expreſſion of wiſhing you jor, 
Emily, would poorly declare my ſentiments on 


your union with Mr. Pembroke; ſince my heart cxults 


on the hapyy occaſion with certain aſſurance that jo; 


muſt be the conſequence, where a ſimilarity of every 


perfection contributes to bind the nuptial tye with per- 
manent felicity. 


INDEED, my amiable friend, I really think you have 


given ſo admirable a deſcriptio ton of falſe delicacy, at the 
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important period of becoming wives, that it is a great 
pity copies of your epiſtle were not circulated for miles 
round the capital, as a caution for fair nymphs to avoid 
jo ridiculous an affettation. 

I am delighted with the paragraph you tranſcribed 
from the Duke's letter, and am certain alſo that when 
his Grace beholds and converſcs with my Emily, he 
will acknowledge the juſtneſs of his own remarks. 

Tas intended departure of our friends for Spain,. as 
mentioned in my laſt, is poſtponcd by an ineident, the 
ſurprize of which can only be exceeded by the joy it 
has occaſioned. 

Two days before tha it fixed for leaving us, we were 
all at Mr. Mortimer's, when walking on a terrace trat 
overlooks ſome beautiful meads, I ſaw Mr. Nugent, (the 
worthy clergyman I have formerly zentioned) baſlen- 
ing to the houſe, followed by an elderly gentleman un- 
known, in whole depcrtment there appeared ſomething 
ſo ſtriking, that I could not forbear ſaying, “ Who can 
this ſtranger be that accompanies Mr. Nugent pes 

Mr ſpeech brought our whole company to obſerve 
them; when Donna Clara, giving a faint ſcream, ex- 
claimed, O heavens! my father |” 
lifeleſs into the arms of Mrs. W hitworth. 

Berort we had quite recovered our charming "Y 
niard, Mr. Nugent, and Don Juan d'Alcarez were ac- 

bd on the terrace. 

Tris was no time for compliments — the forgiving 
parent haſtened to his child, and ſnatching her to his 
boſom, ſaid, My Clara | my baloved girl, look up, 
and bleſs thy father, whoſe joy to find thee once again, 
cancels the remembrance of all former events. ; 


His Clara now would have thrown 3 his feet, 


but was prevented by Don Juan; ſo that ſhe could on- 
ly fay, „O my indulgent parent, I have not deſerved 
this tenderneſs,” Thou haſt, thou daſt, my child; 

(returned the enraptured Spaniard)—thy ſufferings have 
more than atoncd for thy Globedtence therefore ba- 
Vor. III. 
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niſn all remembrance of the paſt, and look forward for 
tuture days of uninterrupted tranquility.” | 

Inks ſoothing expreſſions were productive of infi- 
nite ſatisfaction to us all, eſpecially to cur fair heroine, 
to whom they were particularly addreſſed; and now 
Don Juan began a polite apology for his abrupt intruſion, 
wnich you may be ſure, my Emily, was readily admit- 
ted; during which | enquired of Mr, Nugent how he 
came to be the conduttor of this welcome viſitant? He 
fart, that the chaiſe in which; Don Juan travelled, ſtop- 
a d juſt at the door, and the boys were enquiring 2 Mr. 
Mortimer's, “ on which account” (continued the wor- 
thy man, who is quite a parſon Adun:s, Emily, in good- 
neſs cf heart) © 1 oncred my ſervice to conduct the gen- 
tleman hither, He ob ligingly accepted mv offer, and 
deſired me to enter the carriage; ſay ing, he was in the 
gregteſt haſte : upon wh ich T informed him that ] could 
ſhow him a way crois the meads v hich weuld bring him 
much ſooner tothe houſe than going round in the chaiſe. 
My propoſal was thankſully accepted, and while wc 
proceeded on our walk, Don Juan (as I now find he is) 
interrogated me concerning his tair unfortunate daugh- 
ter, though witnout mentioning himſelf to be her fa- 
ther; and therefore L was cautious of ſaying too much; 
but 1 am now, (continued the good man) ſupremely 
APP) Miis Beverly, to cbſerve that this gentleman 
po ſos the hea ven- bori attribute, forgiveneſs.” 

Soo after Mr. Nugent had finiſhed his account, we 
left the terrace, and Mr. Mortimer politely eſcorted our 
nohle gueſt into the ſaloon, where many affectionate 
compliments paſſed between Don Juan and his country- 
man Alphonſo; Who, aſter the guft of joy was ſome- 
thing abated, recollected that they had formerly ſeen 

each other at Segovia, in the houſe of Don Lopes de 
Offuna. | 

Tux father Z JEN hatin! . now acknow- 
jedged himſelf indebted to Pedrillo for having fo ſcon 
re covered his long-loit child. At this Alphonſo beto- 
kencd a ſurprize equal to that of the reſt of the com- 
bany; to 1emove which, Don Juan proceedcd thus: 
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* You muſt remember that you ſent a letter to 
your couſin Pedro at Madrid, about two months ſince, 
which contained an information from your friend Mr, 
Mortimer, concerning the ſituation of my Clara; 
whom that gentleman happily found at a time when be 
himſelf was rendered bleſt by the difcovery of an in- 
fant daughter, 
I was, by the deſire of my friend Don | oper, on 
a viſit at the houſe of his fon when your letter arrived, 
wherein you alſo mentioned the fevere trials your ſriend 
aſſured you my Clara had experienced; al! which 
wounded like ſo many daggers, in corfiderat.on that 
the former crimes of her father had been principally the 
reaſon of her ſufferings ; therefore, eirneſily deſirons 
of ſeeing and being reconciled to my beloved girl, ! 
the very next morning returned to Segovia, and hav- 
ing ſettled a few neceſſary affairs preparatory to my in- 
tended tour, I ſoon ſet forward for England, which 
kingdom I had not viſited for many years, though it 
had been a favourite iſle in my former days of youth 
and inconſiderate folly. As Lever entertained an ex- 
treme delight for the language, I found no difficulty in 


that reſpect to hinder my coming alone. The day at- 


ter I landed, | proceeded hither, according to the de- 
ſcription in the letter, where I have had the ſatis adtion 


to find that my Clara has received from th? himane 


inhabitants of England, that tenderneſs and prote©1on 


the might have been refuſed in her native kingdom.“ 


SAyinG thus much, Don Juan expreſſed himſelf in 
polite terms of gratitude to every one preſ-nt, in parti- 
cular to Mrs. Whitworth, who had ſo obligingly of- 


fered our fair ſufferer an aſylum in a more eligible ſitu-. 


ation than ſhe could have expected from the humble 
cottage of Goody Fairfield. 

As the arrival of this welcome and unexpected viſi- 
tor has entirely ſet aſide all thoughts of Donna Clara's 
return to Spain for ſome time, ſo it will alſo prevent 


Mr. Hamilton, Lady Silena, Frederic, and myſelf 


from accepting the obliging invitation of Sir Robert, 
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for a week at leaſt; as Mr, Mortimer and Alphon ſo 
has deſired that we will ſtay -a few days, after which 
we ſhall all viſit the capital together; and then \ our 
Sylvia will have it in her power to introduce theſe va- 
luable triends to the acquaintance of thoſe whom ſhe 
equally reveres in London. This requeſt is chearfully 
complied with by all except dear Lady Silena, who 
thinks every day an age till ſhe can embrace her amia- 
ble ſiſter, the Couniefs of S——, to whom, howe- 
ver, ſhe writes by the ſame poſt that brings this, ac- 
 _quainting her Ladyſhip with the reaſon of her delay. 


mily, who are now at Meadfeld; and who are ſoon 
to be put in poſſeſſion of a farm amounting to a hun- 
dred and fifty pounds a year. „ | 

IT is impoſſible to deſcribe the effuſions of grateful 
joy thoſe honeſt and induſtrious people expreſs at the 
generoſity of their beloved maſter, as they call him; 
who has alfo appointed Mr. Nugent to be his chap- 
lam, with an handſome ſalary ; nay, even more than 
the good man would for ſome time accept; and who, 
being unwilling to leave his poor pariſhioners, is per- 
mitted by his worthy patron to reſide in the ſame hum- 
ble dw: lling wi h his Peggy and little fon, He will 
now have it in his power to follow the bent of his hu- 
mane diſpoſition, by adminiſtering to the relief of his 
poor flock ; who have ever conſidered him in the re- 
ſpectable light he merits. | e 

Avigu, my Fm.ly, that heaven may ſmil- on your 
union, and permit you and Mr. Pembroke to expcri- 
ence the utmoſt felicity that can poſſibly. be witneſſed 
in this mutable and mortal ſtate, is the ſincere wiſh of 
your. 


VC SY VIA BEVERLY, 


7 


JIroRGOrrT to tell my Emily, that Mr. Hamilton 
ſent about a week ſince for honeſt Arthur, and his fa- 
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LETTER XLIV. 


Mrs. PEMBROKE to Miſs BEVERL. 


Square, Thurſday, 
\NCF again; Sylvia, tan entered into all the 


| buſtle of elegant confuſion ;—you ſee, by the 
date, that we are yet with your Guardy; and, not- 
withſtanding our own houſe in G Street, is quite 
ready for our reception, I told Papa this morning, that 
would take the liberty of ſta ing with him during the 
viſit of our amiable friends from "Meadfield this he, 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs, obligingly con'ented to. 
You ſee how covetous of felicity [ am, Sylvia; which 
determines me to enjoy, as much as poſſible, the ſocie- 
ty of thoſe beloved perſonages before mentioned. 
Poor Lydia, though the has only been a week in 
town, frankly owned to me this morning, that ſhe 


wiſhed herſelf back at Richly Fark.—She complains, 
that her head is aQually bewildered with rattling of 


wheels, footmens boiſterous raps, and the continual 


hurry that appears in this reign of diſturbance —che 
declares, moreover, that ſhe is abſolutely afraid to ſtir 


out, for fear of meeting with ſome accident, either - 
from the velocity with which the coachmen drive, or 


of having a leg broke by the pole of a ſedan chair. 


I Took her with me in the chariot, yeſterday morn- 
ing, to make a few purchaſes in the city, and was in- 


finitely entertained with her remarks, particularly on 
the importance that appeared in every face aiter we 


had paſſed Temple Bar.,—She frequently bleſſed herſelf 


that we were in a carriage, and not mixed on foot with 


the joſtling multitude ; moſt of whom, ſhe obſerved, 
| ſeemed as much in heed of a faappet *, to binder their 


running againſt each other, as the inhabitants of Laputa 


did, to rouſe them from a too abſtruſe ſtudy of the 5 


mathematics In ſhort, I believe the We which 
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this good girl has conceived againſt what is ſo often 
tiled the fat of infinite delight, is ſo great, that ſhe 
will not be deſirous of a ſecond viſit. 

S8o much for the confined notions cf this rural laſs, 

and now, Sylvia, let me tell vou a piece of news, 
which, I appiehend, will give ſatisfaction to Your 
charming £ Spariard. 

Mx. Pemb: oke received, yeſterda”, a viſit ſrom his 
friend Capt. Pierceney, who longs to embrace your 
Frederic, and to congratulate him on the united bleſ- 
ſings o that beauty and fo:tune which he will ſoon be 

in poſſeſſion of. —Put to my tale; Harry, hearing 
this agreeable ſon of Mars expatiate, with great fer- 
vour, on the happineſs attending the nuptial ſtate, 
where an uniformity of tentiment links the Hymenz=! 
chain, enquired why he, who ſeemed ſo ſenſible of the 
bloſſing, did not endeavour to experience the felicity.— 
To which the Captain (in great confidence though) 
confeſſed, that ere long he hoped to prove it—And 
now, Sylvia, who do you imagine the goddeſs is, who 
rect ives the adorations of this accomplithed hero? Onc, 
of whom, tho? vou know her not perſonally, vou have 
heard a great deal: - Remember what I have ſaid at 
the beginning of the ſubject, and then, I believe, you 
will ſoon find Miſs Olivia Pellkam to be the deſtined 
fair one.—l would not have fair Clara tremble at the 
thoughts of an interview with the brother of her friend. 
Tell her ſhe may diſmiſs her fears; the doughty cham- 
pion being ſettled for life in a lucrative employ ment 1n 
America, to which place he went, ſoon after the love- 
ty d' Alcarcz left his father's; — ſo that there will be no 
ohſtrucdtion to a renewal of the former harmony between 
iueſe fair friends and acquaintances. 

Thx pleaſing anticipation of your arrival in town, 
Sylvia, attended by ſuch amiable perſonages, conſider- 
. ably elates your Emily heaven grant that nothing 

map intervene to daſh the reality with the leaſt allay '— 
Bui hence thou deſponding conceit AI will not admit 
the leaſt pr obability of thinking otherwiſe than I with. 


lat 
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PROVIDENCE has been pleaſed to exerciſe the great- 
eſt part of our intended viſitants with ſevere trials , which, 
as they have been ſupported with becoming reſignation, 
the reward of calm, unſullied joys ſucceeds; ſo that L 


muſt conclude, their happinets will now be more per- 


manent, than thoſe who know not equally to value the 
rough, but friendly hand of keen Adverſity. 
Wau; Sylvia! what think vou of my moralizing 


now ? will you not admit that it carries more weight, 


flowing from a matron's pen, than when expreſſed by 


the giddy- brained Emily Muſgrave? — Yet you were 


pleaſed, even then, to biſtow ſome partial encomiums 
on my pertarmances, particularly, when I left vivacity 
behind, and adopted the more ſolemn phraſe of dignt- 
fied reflection: - How much ſuperior muſt be your pre- 
ſent praiſes Think net that I mean to extort them; 
but if you acquieſce with what L have here expreſſe d, 

et me have the happineſs of your perſonal approbatton ; 
for, notwithſtanding the ſatisfaction I ever received 
from your letters, infinitely more is my Sylvia's ſoci- 
ety regarded by her Emily PEMBROKE, 


P. C. Juſt as I had finiſhed writing my new-acquired 


name, I received my Sylvia's packet, which contained 
the unexpected account of Don Juan's arrival ;—and 


though ] rejoice on Donna Clara's account, I cannot 


help being ſo very a churl, as to have that ſatisfaction 
damped by diſcontent, on rfeQing, that this occur— 


rence will deprive us of the happineis of. ſeeing you in 


town ſo ſoon as I could wiſh; however, preſent my 
fincere congratulations to your charming Spautard.. 
Adicu. 


EE T IT E R XEV. 
Mic BeverLy to Mrs. PEMBROKE.. 


AVING no reaſon to doubt the 5 of my- 


Emily's afſcrtions, I believe it will be an infinite 


latistaclion to her, when 1 aſſure her, that we are e (at- | 
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tended by our neighbouring friends) to leave Co——, 
on Thurſday, 


Dow Juan, his fair daughter, Mis. Whitworth, 


Mrs. Beaton, and little Harriot, to the joint reſidence = 


of Alphonio and Mr. Mortimer ;: Mr. Hamilton, dear 
Lady. Sdlena, Frederic, and myſelf accepting the oblig- 
ing invitation of Sir Robert Muſgrave, are to make 
Square our honte, «during our ſtay in what you 
: juſtly tile the region of diſturbance, 

Mx, Mortimer received a letter yeſterday from the 
worthy Colonel Macclesficld, intunating, that the 
whole of the late Lord Brampton' s affairs were fo {et- 


tled, that atter the ſhort Girens attendant on {uch occa- 


da every thing was ready for Mr. Hamilton's taking 
polſeſion ;. ſo that, unleſs inclination induces him to 
ſtay in the capital, a very ſhort time will be neceſſary to 
complete the buſineſs:— For which reaſon, [ appre- 
hend, we ſhall toon hid adieu to the buſy world, and 
return to the peaceful thades of rural ſolitude. 

Doxxa Clara juſtifies your thoughts reſpecting her 
friend Ouvia; when I ſhewed her your letter the ex- 
preſſed the utmoſt ſatisfaction, and, notwithitandi ing 
the infinite anxiety which the behaviour of Mr. Pell 
ham formerly occaſioned, ſhe ſmiled at your declaring, 
that ihe might diſmiſs all fears reſpecing any future in- 
ſalt; for, entre nave, Emily, I believe, was the formi- 
dable champion now aQually under the ſame root with 
his ſiſter, our fair heroine would conclude herſelf very 
ſafe under the protection of a guardian, cven more 
powerful than a father! — Ves, my friend, Pedrillo 
would certainly be regarded in that lig light; and ſhe and 
Olivia might indulge 2 mutual intercourſe, without the 
leaft alarm to the charming d'Alcarez. 


GRrar encomiums Rade deen expreſſed on the. 


ſoot hing i::fluence of Time s lenient hand ;—of this we 
have a ftriking inſtance in our fair Spaniard. Who 
wou'd have imagined, when the dreadful diſcovery was 
made refpeRing her beloved Beaumont, that «ver her 
heart could have forgot his image! or excluded former 
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remembrance fo much, as to engage her to liſten to 
the addreſſes of another 

Bo er let me not unpute to Time alone the entire vic- 
tory; Love himſelf aſſiſted, and by a new ſhaſt from 
his powerful quiver, decaſioned a freſh impreſſion in 


that heart, whole former wound was healed by the 


balmy hand before-mentioned. 

THosE who pretend to be caſuiſts in the ſoft paſſion 
deny a ſecond impreſſion ; but now, my Emily, behold. 

the fallible concluſion the recent example before us 
fall, proves their error! 

Dox Juan appears conſcious of the truth I have now 
obſerved, but reflecting on the former ſufferings of his 
Clara, he i is determined no longer to aſſume the aut ho- 
rity of a parent, but to permit er to follow the bent: of 
her inclination ; eipectally as he entertains a ſeeming 
regard for her preſent lover, 

Px name of Beaumont is ſeldom or ever mentioned 
by cither, W hich, conſidering the preſent poſture of af- 
fairs, is not greatly to be wondered at: 1 have already 
ſaid enough in regard to Clara, to account for her vo- 
luntary omiſſion; and, as to Don Juan, he juſtly ſup- 
poſes, no doubt, that his name can never he. heard 
without arraigning his former conduct, and making him 
appear highly culpable to thoſe, who are acquainted 
with the particul ars of his daughter's ſtory, 

Your laughable de eſcription of Lydia's opinion con- 
cerning London, diverted us conſiderably; in particu- 
lar, where ſhe deſcribes the citizens, as ſtanding in 
need of Lapiitian contrivances; yet, I ſhould imagine, 
that their late adherence to politics had rendered them 
more alert, and rouſed them from their ſtud)— of 
amaſſing conſiderable ſums by trade 

Tucuch, as it has been a generally received opi- 
nion, that one purſuit alone is ſufficiont for plodding 
minds, their anxious regard for riches may have va- 
niſhed fince the name of Patriot began to exiſt; and 
now their whole concern centers in that important point 


reno to ſave their country. 
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-* GLor10vs conſideration ! elevated change !—-when, 
inſtead of being branded with the odious appellation of 
narrow-minded Cits, we fee + Cato rife hekind each 
counter —all exclaiming with the renowned governor 
of Utica, 45 . wt 

A day, an hour of virtuous liberty, 

Is worth an whole eternity in bondage. 


= +38 


Ce I conclude, Emily, better than with this pa- 
thetic exclamation, which undoubtedly is fraught with 
infivite elevation of ſentiment ?—— Yet how far even 
thoſe inimitable lines may be perverted, I ſhall leave 
more able heads than mine to determine. | 

I earneſt hopes of embracing my Emily on Friday, 
I remain her Sylvia Burg x. 


er een 
Mrs. PzMBROKE to Miſs Maccigsprery. . 
N like, Conſtantia, to many of the tranſactions of 


buſy mortals, yet ] will venture to aſſure you, that the 
happineſs which now reigns in ——— Square, ſeems 


founded on what even you would allow to be a moſt de- 


licate refinement.. For if purity in love, mutual affec- 
tion between relatives, and exalted ſriendſhip can de- 
ſerve attention, here each appears in the trueſt luſtre. 
Wr I to relate the pathetic meeting of the two 
amiable ſiſters after ſo long an abſence, that alone would 
engroſs more time than can poſſibly he ſpared from the 
ſociety of fuch numerous friends; the congratulations 
alſo that are continually beſtowed upon my beloved 
Sylvia, on her approaching nuptials with Mr. Hamil- 
ton, have been infinite; in ſhort, Conſtantia, where 
ſo many perſons of real worth are aſſembled with every 
defire to make each other happy, it will be more poſſi- 
ble for you to imagine than I to deſeribe our preſent fe- 
. 85 
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I $1NCERELY wiſh you with us, as I am certain you 
would confeſs that all | have averred is juſt, and give 
up for once your notions, that exalted tranſport flows 
| d. from viſionary beings; here all is reality, and 
though your enthuſiaſtic Nights have ſomething agree- 
able enough in their refined conceits, yet give me abſo- 
lute proofs, my friend] for ſince 1 hold it impoſſible, 
that while ſhackled with the groſs materials of mortality 


ve can conyerſe with aerial beings, (unleſs in imagina- 


tian) I apprehend the greateſt tranſport we can ex pe- 
rience here, is to obſerve mortals arrive as near as poſſi» 
ble to the perfection of thoſe inviſible agents. 

Foz div me, Conſtantia, for being ſuch an heres» 
tic to your doctrine; I confeſs I was ſo even before [ 
citered the holy ſtate of matrimony, and at preſent I 
receive ſuch indulgences from my mortal helpmate, that 
I am almoſt afraid I ſhall ſtill adhere to my former in- 
credulity, 5 1 3 1 1 | 

LasT night Mr, Hamilton, jun. received a promiſg 
from his charming Sylvia, that ſhe would reward his 
faithful and delicate paſſion ſoon after their return to 
Meadfield; near which he purpoſes purchaſing an ele. 
gant ſeat for their reſidence, known by the name of 
Cuſtletan Houſe, at which place our late Anchoret and 
Lady Silena are alſo to reſide, appro riating Meadficld 
as J at the entrance of the park, which, though 
not ſo extenſive at preſent, will be enlarged on purpoſe 
to reach their late dwelling; this is to be occupied by a 
worthy young farmer, and a ſervant of Lady Silena's, 
ea Jenny, who has lived long enough in the famil 
to prove her aſſectionate fidelity: — the nuptials of this 
young couple are to be ceſebrated as ſoon as the preſent 

ſſeſſors leave Meadfield; which, with the land ad- 
joining, they are to receive from Mr. Hamilton, as a 
reward ot merit and integrity in ny N 8 

HonxsT Arthur, his wife, and family, are ſottled 
in their farm, where they are continually praiſing and 
praying for their eres WOE | 995 
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I navs related theſe occurrences, Conſtantia, nat 
for the fake of information only, but alſo to prove how 


much ſuperior is the exerciſe of ſocial beneficence to | 
ideas alone; which, though infinitely refined, can be | 
of no avail to honeſt induſtry, in compariſon of well- 


judged liberality-;z—nor can all your exalted conceptions 


_ occation ſuch real tranſport, as the recolleQion of one 


generous action conferred on a deſerving object ;—of 


khis I believe you once was ſenſible, when you rewarded 


honeſt Arthur for his attachment to his maſter ;—there 


then appeared ſuch ſelf-approving pleaſure in your eyes, 
that a bye-ſtander would have been at a loſs to deter- 


mine which experienced the greater delight,—the giver 
or the receiver. | 

I wouLDd recommend conſtant practice in thoſe be- 
neficent acts, and a due obſervance of the following 
lines, as things of greater moment than your preſent 
purſuits ;z—but leſt I ſhould too far treſpaſs on my Con- 


ſtantia's 8 by this impertinent advice, I ſhall con- 


clude, after penning the inſtruction of our celebrated 
Bard, where the word Virtue is undoubtedly deſigned 
as comprehenſive of every human perfection. 


Learn then this truth, enough for man to know, 
Virus herfelf is happineſs below. 


EMILY PrEMBROKE. 


